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2. In face of the threat posed by the Nazis, the Congress of Writers
“for the defence of culture” took place in Paris in 1935 for the first
time. Artists from all over the world responded to the appeal issued
by a number of French authors and more than 250 participants from
38 countries attended the discussions that took place between 21
and 25 June every afternoon and evening. Despite the high
admission prices, the main hall of the Maison de la Mutualité was
packed full at the opening event. The 3,000 members of the
audience included numerous refugees from Germany and Austria.
Loudspeakers were set up in front of the building for those who had
been unable to get hold of tickets so that the speeches could be
heard outside as well. 
(https://kuenste-im-exil.de/KIE/Content/EN/Topics/schriftstellerko 
ngress-en.html)
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