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Press Release

October 15, 2025

MANUU and NIOS Join Hands to Promote Inclusive Education Across India
New YouTube Channel ‘CDOE MANUU’ Launched

Hyderabad:
In a significant step towards strengthening inclusive and accessible education, Maulana Azad

National Urdu University (MANUU), and the National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS), New Delhi,
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) today. The collaboration aims to extend quality
education to marginalized communities, promote skill-based learning, and increase the Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) across the country, in line with the objectives of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

On the occasion, Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, MANUU inaugurated the official YouTube
channel of the Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE), a platform dedicated to educational
content primarily in Urdu. While addressing, Prof. Ainul Hasan emphasized that Urdu is not a barrier to
capacity building or career development, and with collaboration and mutual support between MANUU
and NIOS, both institutions can achieve their shared goals. He reiterated the university's commitment to
reaching the unreached and stated that this collaboration aligns with the current demands of the time.
“We have been proactive in implementing NEP-2020 in our university, and we are making sincere efforts
to uplift disabled students, who are showing remarkable participation, even in sports like cricket,” he
added. Highlighting the fact that most MANUU students come from marginalized communities and are
first-generation learners, he underlined that the continuation of education is a long process, and this MoU
serves a noble cause aimed at improving society.

Prof. Akhilesh Mishra, Chairperson, NIOS, acknowledged the symbolic value of signing this MoU at a
university named after Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first Education Minister of independent India.
Prof. Mishra stated that NIOS would continue to play a proactive role in mainstreaming the marginalized
people of the society. “NIOS has a widespread network that reaches every corner of the country, and we
are working to bring people from all walks of life into the educational mainstream. Age is no bar for
admission at NIOS,” he said.

Prof. Ishtiaque Ahmed, Registrar expressed confidence that both institutions, with shared objectives,
would achieve great results together. The partnership between MANUU and NIOS promises to open new
avenues in the field of education, empowering learners from all segments of society, and ensuring that no
one is left behind in the journey of learning and progress.

Prof. Mohammed Razaullah Khan, Director, CDOE welcomed the dignitaries and said that the day
marks a historic moment where two national institutions unite for a noble cause. He described the
partnership as a step towards synergy and societal empowerment through education across India,
especially in boosting enrolment in higher education.

Col. Shakeel Ahmed, Secretary of NIOS and Dr. Vijay Kumar, Director of Student Support Services at
NIOS, also spoke on the occasion.

The event also witnessed the participation of several key figures from both institutions.

Prof. Abdul Sami Siddiqui, Director, CPDUMT delivered vote of thanks. Dr. Shaikh Wasim of CDOE
anchored the programme.
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