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"I do not wish to tread upon the toes of some sensitive
people, who interpret their nationalism in terms of a
particular Indian Language. For me it is enough to
recognize that Urdu is essentially an Indian language. A
language which had its birth in the Deccan and its
rebirth in Delhi, and to the growth and development of
which Northern India and your part of India have made
such valuable contributions. This does not mean that I
overlook or underestimate other languages, which may
be spoken in your part of the country, and indeed I am
happy to know that your University has not banned
other Indian Languages, but makes provision for their
teaching. If I attach importance to Urdu it is because |
feel that in the past it has served as a powerful bond of
cultural connection and association between the Hindus
and the Muslims. That office can still perform and is

performing in many parts of India". 3
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"l am free to confess that I have read a number of
books, translated into Urdu under your auspices and
subject on only criticism which I shall frankly make, I
have not only been interested in those books, but have
considerably benefited by your translations. The
criticism that I have to make is that at times it has
occured to me that there is a distinct tendency among
the books issued from your Bureau to borrow difficult
words from Arabic and Persian. Do not
misunderstand me because I recognized that you
cannot avoide drawing upon the reserve of Arabic and
Persian when translating technical words and phrases
or writing in the language not of the market place but
in that of culture. Still, I would urge, that if you desire
to render true service to Urdu and to invest it with a
larger appeal, it is necessary that simplicity of
direction should always be kept in view and words
which are easily understandable. Whatever their
origin Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit or English, should not
be replaced by unfamiliar or difficult words. If I may
venture to draw your attention to the tendency
observable among contemporary writers of Persian in
Iran, I shall say that they do not hesitate to absorb

freely words from some of the western languages" 4
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Tej Bahadur sapro :Welding the Nation - Academic
Adresses and Selected Writings, Ed. by k.N. Raina,

N.M. Tripathi pvt. Itd. 1974, page 60
Tej Bhadur Sapro : Welding the Nation -Academic
Adresses and Selected Writings, Ed. by K.N.Raina,
N.M.Tripathi pvt.Ltd. 1974, page 63
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