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 The Concise Oxford Dictionary 

Sketch: Brief account without many details conveying general idea

of some thing, musical composition of single movement
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A rough or hasty prelimenary out line or draft serving as a note or

material for a finished work, a short slightly constructed play, a

rapid delineation in words of event or character-
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 Notes 









"The Tale submitted to the society was placed in my hands by Dr. 
Sprenger for publication and translation, in consequence of his not
being able from want of time to perform the task himself. Before he
became aware  that he could not be able to fulfill his intentions, he
had drawn up the following notice of the subject, which, with his
 permission, I introduce." 
-------journal of the Asiatic society. page 1, No.1, 1852 

 notes           





 

 


5 
(1985  452  5)








 " I found a copy of this tale in the Moti Mahal library at Lucknow
and had it transcribed. Its value consists in a peculiarity of style ;
though pure and elegant Urdoo and fully intelligible even to the
Musalmans of the court of Dehlee or Lucknow, it does not contain
one persian word , whereas the language usually spoken by
fashionable persons in these two cities is almost purely Persian. In
Lucknow in particular the Hindee words are very sparingly used.
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This is much to be regretted, because the people of the village and
even the Hindus in the city who are neither directly nor indirectly
connected with the court and speak pure Hindee and even the
educated here in the Zananahs and in their childhood a language
containing a great admixture of Hindee words. The persian Urdoo
which they write, is therefore, even to them foreign and artificial
and conveys no force. Another mischief is that by removing the
written language wider and wider from the idiom of the people,
they preclude the millions from obtaining information, and prepare
the ruin of literature which of late years they have been cultivating.
In the British territory (particularly at Agra, Delhee and Benares)
this abuse is not carried so far and many learned natives are of
opinion that the Hindee element ought to be developed in Urdoo in
preference of the Persian. This no doubt, is the right view. It being
the only way of making literature popular and it is in order to
further it that I publish this literary curiosity. The Asiatic Society is
perhaps to be blamed for not paying more attention to vernacular
language of India than it has done of late years, and to those who
blame us for this neglect this very elegant composition will not be
 unwelcome."                                                
 --------------Journal of the Asiatic society P.1.No.1. 1852                                                                  
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 1808-9 
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 7)

18  1223  25  1808  12  1223  18 
(655  

 1808 





 
 Transcribed 





 

 notes 


"The piece before us seems to possess the greatest merit of its class
can have.It is a magzine of Hindee words and phrases,and
considering that the author is able to offer the usual praises to his
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God and Prophet without the introductions of one Arabic word, it
must be considered as a good display of the power of the language
he has selected."                                                                                       
........Journal of the Asiatic society P.2,No.1,1952
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"In the name of God the most merciful and clement Having bowed
the head, I rub my face in the dust before that Maker by whom we
all were made, and by whome in an instant were revealed all those
things of which the secret had penetrated by none:                                                                   
"The breath that comes and goes, if the thought did not turn on
him, would be a noose for our necks." 
How shall this puppet,that holds in remembrance the Being that
disposes it, fall into any difficulty? And how shall gall and
bitterness be met with? Taste the sweetness of that fruit as former
generation have tasted of excellence from their elders. To see, He
gave the eye;for hearing, the ear; the nose also He made prominent
amongst all the features; and to our forms , granted a soul.To a
vessel of clay ,how is it possible to declare the skill of its Maker?
The truth is, how can the created praise his Creator and what shall
he say? Let him thus vainly talk, who will; not I.If as many hairs as
there are from head to foot were all to speak in praise, and remain
in that case as many years as there are sands in all the rivers, and
blossoms and ponds in the field, even then the task could not be
 fulfilled.
With this bowing of the head day and night I repeat prayers in my
heart to that friend of God, far advanced in foavour, on whose
account it was said, "If though hadst not been, I would have created
nothing" And of his cousin  Ali, whose marriage was contracted in
his family, the remembrance  has always been with me. I waxed
great exceedingly, and was not able to contain myself. And as many
children as there are of him, they are our salvation: for any others, I
have no place in my heart. Out of the pale of this family, what have
I to do with any vagabond, thief, robber or man slayer? In this
world and the next, I place my hope day and night on them and
their house."
........Joural of Asiatic society P.3-4,No.1,1852
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"Begining of a wondrous Tale

One day while I was sitting doing nothing, it came in to my head to
write a story in which Hindoowy diatlect should be preserved in its
purity free from any admixture .Having taken this intention, my
heart expanded like a rose bud. Ofcourse, no foreign words or
barbarous expressions were to appear in it. Of those who heard my
intention, one, a great wiseacre, an old curmudgeon,quarrelsome
withal, and possessed of stentorian lungs, was determined to
oppose the plan and introduced his nonsense by making faces,
shaking his head, turning up his nose, lifting his eye brows and
turning away his eyes. He said, "it does not appear how this can be;
that the Hindoowy quality of the style not appear and the Bhaka not
slip in; that  the style common amongst the first sort of people, the
super-excellent, should remain as it  always was, and that neither
of these  should be reflected in it. This is impossible."                                                                     
--------- Journal of Asiatic society P.5 No.1.1852                                                                        
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"In a certain country  in the house of a Raja was a son. Him his 
father and mother  and all the people called Kunwar Udebhan. 
Truly, in the splendour of beauty, a beam of the sun had been 
blended. His goodness and worth were such as can not be described
by tongue or pen. Being between his fifteenth and sixteenth years, 
the down on his cheek  began to sprout. He began to strut and give
himself  airs, and pay no rspect to any one. Further, serious
consideration  on any subject found no entrance or abiding in his
mind  and the breadth of the stream of friendship  was not seen by
him . One day having mounted his horse to see the country ,he
went away pranking, seeing and looking about him, in company 
with other boys.His heart beat when he saw a deer before him. In
pursuit of that deer he put his horse to a gallop, leaving them all 
behind. what  horse could come with him? When the sun set and
the deer was no longer to be seen, the Kunwar hungry, thirsty, 
yawning, gaping, distracted, began to see some shelter. In the mean 
while some tamarind trees met his eyes. Having set off towards
them, what a sight he saw! Forty or fifty girls, one more beautiful
than other, playing at swings and singing Sawan. When they saw
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 him, "who are you?" "who are you?" they began to bawl out."                                                                  
-----------  Asiatic Society Journal P 7-8,No.1, 1852              


 




  
 




 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


"Great was the agitation of the Rani and she took no note of evil  or
good. Mutely she sighed and wished not for life. But ever and again
she exclaimed ; O Madan-ban, alas! day and night, nay, nor hunger;
still do I see those green green trees.Tell that the dread of an
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unexpected calamity has fallen me; that love has here taken up its
abode. Among the mango tree did he alight, and the night wind was
soughing; stealthily did I arise and approach him, and thou didst
apprise him of my passion. I took off his ring and I gave him my
own. Again does all this present itself to my eyes, and still is my
heart as then it was.How shall I forget him, and what shall I do?
And how long am I to fear my mother and father? Just now, O
Madan-ban, I have heard that Uday bhan has been turned into deer.
Now will be eating the green green grass.Thou, too, sunk in grief;
dost pity me. I have been fascinated; so give me not those fresh
flowers to smell. Take them away; for my liver is rent  into hundred
pieces........" 
-----------Journal of Asiatic society P.87-88 ,NO.11,1855  

 



 

 












  






 











"And played and danced according to their own manners and
leaned and sported and streched themselves and yawned. And there
was not a single  boat which was not covered with gold and silver
and handsome cloth. And on many of the boats swings were placed.
Female singers sitting upon these and swinging warbled their songs to the 
Kidara, Bagisiri and Kanrha tones; and of the boats were spread over the
surface of the lakes like clouds upon the face of the sky."       
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............Journal of the Asiatic society P.108-9, No.11,1955                                      
















 




" Madan-ban inter preting these angry words as only to deceive,
recite the following in her own language; Bravo, you  are trying to
come  it  strong. That deer  for whome you were searching  from
forest to forest, is standing  before you as a bridgegroom  in the
intoxication  of youth . what do you mean by shying  you will not
go to see him? All both great and small  are desirous of peeping at
him. There is a saying," The heart says, yes, the tongue says No."
True. Everything  has turned out well, only  I shall have nothing but
jokes to endure."
---------------- Asiatic Society Journal P. 110, No.11,1955
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"On the night on which the bride and bridgegroom went to their 
new home, Madan-ban said a hundred sharp things to them, viz
:Ketki having smelt  the Kewra has blossomed. Who cares now 
about these two? Then the bride smiling said from beneath her veil, 
Oh woman!  with such beautiful missi  spread on your  teeth, I have
a good mind to give you a slap and rub it off."
--------------  Asiatic society Journal P.118,No.11,1955  
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 And of his cousin Ali,whose marriage was contracted in his family 

 Ali 
 4
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"Passing the right hand over the face in consideration, I explain my
self. whatever my Benefactor willed, I shall essay, and leaping,
jumping, running, striving, will shew my skill. Seeing which, the
steed of your fancy, which is faster than lightining even, and in his
bound like the deer, will be lost in amazament". 

 5
Will be eating green green grass 


 


 
















"Madan-ban began to say to Rani Ketki in joke," You have found
good fortune  and  have appropriated it, why then are you sitting
with your head hung down. Come let us have a peep at them
through the window". Rani Ketki said," Do not say such shameless
words to me. Why should we rise in so great  a crowd  as at present
is assembled, and, with oil scented with flowers."                                     
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