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Speakers rue lack of women representation in media in

Webinar held at MANUU

Hyderabad, Mar 24 (UNI) Representation of women as journalists in media houses is lacking
along with the coverage of the women issues, both needed to be improved.

Women activism in leading various peaceful protests is a sign of healthy democracy.
These views were expressed on Wednesday by eminent journalists in a webinar organized by the

Centre for Women’s Studies and Dept of Journalism and Mass Communication, Maulana Azad
National Urdu University (MANUU) in collaboration with Population First supported by UNFPA

and Norwegian Embassy.

Well known journalist, Ms Aarfa Khanum, Chief Editor, The Wire, Mr. Amer Ali Khan - News
Editor, Siasat, Mr Fazil Hussain Parvez- Chief Editor, Gawah, Ms. Farhat Rizvi - Sr Journalist,
Rashtrya Sahara, Ms Ayesha Khanum, Door Darshan, Bengaluru participated in the round table
of Media leaders on “Gender Reporting in Urdu Media - Opportunities & Challenges”

Ms Aarfa Khanam believed that women at front lines of protests are like a ray of hope in the
darkness. The market demands the presence of women on the screen. Everyone talks about
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empowering women, but the important thing is how do the women exercise their empowerment,

she asked.

Mr Amer Ali Khan described social media as a new field for women to express their views. The

number of Muslim women is relatively low in Media including Urdu Media because it is difficult

for them to maintain balance between the professional requirements and domestics

compulsions. Muslim women, although educated, find it difficult to take up jobs, especially after

marriage. He also spoke about the efforts by Siasat Urdu daily in the economic upliftment of

minorities especially women.
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Eminent journalists rue lack of women representation in Indian media

March 24, 2021

WELL-KNOWN JOURNALISTS ARFA
KHANUM, CHIEF EDITOR, THE WIRE,
AMER ALI KHAN, NEWS EDITOR,
SIASAT, FAZIL. HUSSAIN PARVEZ,
CHIEF EDITOR GAWAH, FARHAT
RIzvi, SENIOR JOURNALIST,
RASHTRIYA SAHARA, AYESHA
KHANUM, DOORDARSHAN,
BENGALURU PARTICIPATED IN THE

. ROUND TABLE OF MEDIA LEADERS

ON “GENDER REPORTING IN URDU

MEDIA — OPPORTUNITIES & CHALLENGES,” ORGANIZED BY MANUU.

TCN News

Hyderabad: “The representation of women journalists in media houses is lacking along with the coverage of the women
issues and both needed to be improved.” These views were expressed on Wednesday by eminent journalists in a webinar
organized by the Centre for Women’s Studies and Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Maulana Azad
National Urdu University (MANUU) in collaboration with Population First supported by UNFPA and the Norwegian
Embassy.

“Women activism in leading various peaceful protests is a sign of healthy democracy,” they said.

Well-known journalists Arfa Khanum, Chief Editor, The Wire, Amer Ali Khan, News Editor, Siasat, Fazil Hussain Parvez,
Chief Editor Gawah, Farhat Rizvi, Senior Journalist, Rashtriya Sahara, Ayesha Khanum, Doordarshan, Bengaluru
participated in the round table of Media leaders on “Gender Reporting in Urdu Media — Opportunities & Challenges.”

Prof. Siddiqui Mohd. Mahmood, Registrar I/c presided over the round table.
Arfa Khanam said that “women at the front lines of protests are like a ray of hope in the darkness.”

“The market demands the presence of women on the screen. Everyone talks about empowering women, but the important
thing is that how do the women exercise their empowerment,” she said.

Amer Ali Khan described social media as a new field for women to express their views. “The number of Muslim women is
relatively low in Media including Urdu Media because it is difficult for them to maintain a balance between the professional
requirements and domestics compulsions,” he said.

Khan said that “Muslim women, although educated, find it difficult to take up jobs, especially after marriage.”
He spoke about the efforts by Siasat Urdu daily in the economic upliftment of minorities especially women.

Fazil Hussain Parvez spoke about the history of Urdu journalism and said that Indian media diminished the status of women
in the name of development. He referred to the women who have published and are also the editors of the magazines.

Farhat Rizvi while talking about the difficulties faced by women journalists suggested that the NGOs, Urdu newspapers and
MANUU’s Center for Women Studies can bring some concrete results by conducting seminars on Women Empowerment.

Ayesha Khanum said that there is a need to increase gender sensitivity in Urdu journalism. “Women’s news are given less
space in Urdu media but now things are changing,” he said.

Prof. Siddiqui Mohd. Mahmood, Registrar I/c in his presidential remarks said democracy allows differences in opinion. “The
media should become the voice of the voiceless. We need to educate people so that they can understand the news and can
analyze it realistically. Not only women but also the oppressed classes should be empowered through education,” he added.

Earlier, Prof. Shahida Murtaza, Director, CWS delivered the welcome address.
She said there was less material available about women in the media and their representation also needed attention.

Dr. AL Sharda, Director of Population First introduced the guests. Prof. Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, Dean, School of Mass
Communication and Journalism was the Moderator. Prof. Mohd. Fariyad, Head, Department of MCJ convened the
programme.


http://twocircles.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Round-Table.jpg

Meanwhile, Prof. SM Rahmatullah, Vice-Chancellor I/c will preside over the panel discussion scheduled to be held online on
March 25, from 11 am to 2 pm. The panellists include Qurban Ali, Seema Mustafa, Rasheda Hussain and Mohammad Azam

Shahid.
The programme will be webcast live on IMC, MANUU Y outube channel.
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The Hang India

Call for gender

Gx_u:u IBOWLI

AT a webinar organised by
Maulana Azad National Urdu
University (MANUU), eminent
Jjournalists including Arfa
Khanum, Chief Editor, The
Wire, discussed lack of women
representation in media, The
university conducted a round-
table of media leaders on ‘Gen-
der reporting in Urdu Media -
Opportunities & Challenges,’ on
Wednesday,

The webinar discussed the
lack of women journalists and
less coverage of women issues,
The occasion was graced by em-
inent journalists, including
Amer Ali Khan, News Editor,
Siasat, Fazil Hussain Parvez,

B0i00e58 2

Chief Editor, Gawah, Farhat
Rizvi, Sr. Journalist, Rashtrya
Sahara, and Ayesha Khanum,
Door Darshan, Bengaluru. Prof
Siddiqui Mohd Mahmood, Reg-
istrar 1/c, presided over the
round-table organised by the
Centre for Women's Studies and
Dept-of Journalism and Mass
Communication, MANNU in
collaboration with Population
First supported by UNFPA and
Norwegian Embassy.

Speaking on the oceasion,
Aarfa Khanam said that women
at front lines of protests are like
a ray of hope in the darkness.
The market demands the pres-
ence of women on the screen,
she added. “Everyone talks
about empowering women, but

parity in media

the important thing is that how
women exercise their empower-
ment,” she asked.

While Amer Ali Khan de-
scribed social media as a new
field for women to express their
views and said that women were
finding it difficult to balance be-
tween the professional require-
ments and domestic compul-
sions,

Fazil Hussain Parvez claimed
that the Indian media dimin-
ished the status of women in the
name of development.

Prof S M Rahmatullah, Vice-
Chancellor T/e, would address
the panel discussion scheduled
to be held online on March 25,
from 11am to 2 pm on MANUT
Youtube channel. 3 Y
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