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International Urdu Social Sciences
Congress held at MANUU

Hyderabad: February 09,
The school of Arts and So-
cial Sciences, Maulana Azad
National Urdu Umiversity
(MANUU), organized an
online International Urdu
Social Sciences Congress on
2-3 February 2022.

The purpose of the Congress
was two-fold: to provide

a platform to scholars and
intellectuals writing in Urdu
on issues concerning social
sciences, and to disseminate
the recent researches i
social sciences 1o a wider
Urdu knowing audience. In
addition to the maugural and
valedictory sessions, 2 ple-
nary sessions and 9 technical
sessions were conducted
during the Congress.

The inaugural session

held on 2 February, Prof.
S.M. Rahmatulla, Pro Vice
Chancellor highlighted the
signifcance of the Congress.
Prof. Fanida Siddigqui, Dean,

Qehaand af Arvte and Qaecial

Sciences and the convener

of the Congress. introduced
the theme of the Congress
“Social Sciences in South
Asia”. She set the tone of the
Congress by proposing that it
18 important to develop dis-
tinct methodologies rooted
in South Asian experience
instead of being dictated

by Western narratives. Ms.
Zulaikha Rafq, national
consultant with UN Women-
Afghanistan, delivered the
keynote address. She pomnted
out the challenges facing
women in the light of her
own experiences in the feld
and policy making. The
chair of the session, Prof.
Syed Amul Hasan, Vice
Chancellor, MANUU, in his
presidential remarks, refect -
ed on how Western ideas and
intellectual movements had
dominated the South Asian
narratives and made native
and indigenous ideas virtu-
ally redundant. In his view,
this Western hegemony of
ideas has to end. The maugu-
ral session was also attended
by Prof. Mohd Muzammil,

former Vice Chancellor, Dr.
R B Amhedlar | lniversitu

Agra, as chiel guest, and
Prof. Shadan Zeb Khan, sec-
retary, Central Wagtl Council,
as guest of honour

In the frst plenary session
held on 2 February, chaired
by Prof. S.M. Azizuddin
Hussain, honorary Profes-
sor, H. K. Sherwani Centre
for Deccan Studies, three
eminent speakers, Dr Omair
Anas, Department of Inter-
national Relations, Ankara
Yildinnm Beyazit University,
Turkey, Prof. Azra Abads,
Department of Sociolo-

gy. JMI and Prof. Zubair
Meenai, Department of
Social work, JMI, examined
different aspects of Social
Sciences discipline in the
context of South Asia. In the
second plenary session, held
on 3 February Prof. Akhtarul
Wasey, Padma Shree and
Emeritus Professor, JMI,
Prof. Baharul Islam Laskar,
Department of Sociology,
University of Science and
Technology. Meghalaya,

and Prof. Mushtag Ahmad
Kaw. former Professor and
head, Department of History.
MANUU. spoke at various
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