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CAS and Evidence Based health Journalism Workshop by UNICEF held at MANUU

Hyderabad:

A two-day workshop on evidence-based health journalism organized by the Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism (MCJ), Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU), in association
with UNICEF concluded here today at MANUU.

Delivering his remarks at the inauguration, Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan, Vice Chancellor, MANUU, said
that the recent pandemic has driven the world’s attention towards the importance of health
communication. Media can play a vital role in creating demand for immunization. Many of our journalists
come from a non-medical background and the introduction of CAS at academic level helps them train in
health journalism and encourage scientific mindset among masses, he added.

Over 120 students from MANUU, Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC) and Himachal
Pradesh University and health journalists learnt the importance of evidence-based reporting and fact-
checking in health journalism - through UNICEF’s Critical Appraisal Skills (CAS) programme. The CAS
programme, developed in 2014 by UNICEF, in association with Oxford University, Thomson Reuters and 1IMC
for working health journalists and students of journalism and mass communication, was later adapted as an
elective module in their curriculum by IIMC and MANUU.

Speaking at the inauguration, Zafrin Chowdhury, Chief of Communication, Advocacy and
Partnerships, UNICEF India said “UNICEF has long worked with the media on its critical role in building
opinions and influencing people. The CAS course was developed in 2014 to strengthen skills in media
professionals for accurate, balanced, analytical reporting and fact checking to guard against
misinformation. The idea is to increase accurate and reliable media reports on issues that impact children,
such as immunization, provide parents the right information and confidence to vaccinate their children and
protect them from preventable childhood illnesses.”

Prof. Ehtesham Ahmed Khan, Dean, School of Mass Communication and Journalism, MANUU in his
welcome address said CAS plays an important role in building a holistic 360-degree science-based
communication narrative, addressing misinformation, promoting awareness, undertaking capacity-
building of media, rigorous analysis of news reports, authoritative scientific discourses, thought series in
media to counter any negative discourse.”

Dr NK Arora, Chairman, COVID-19 Working Group, National Technical Advisory Group on
Immunization, spoke on the COVID-19 vaccination and urged the media to find innovative ways to break
through information fatigue and encourage eligible people to take all their doses of vaccine on time.

Prof. SK Ishtiaque Ahmed, Registrar, MANUU distributed the certificates among participants. Prof.
Sangeeta Pranvendra, Course Director, Department of English Journalism at IIMC, New Delhi said, “The
Covid 19 Pandemic put forth a situation where the media fraternity realised afresh the need to have well
informed, critically thinking journalists who could play a positive role in reporting on health issues,
informing the public and also avoiding misinformation. CAS goes a long way in evolving these skills in the
journalism students.” Sanjay Abhigyan, Executive Editor, Amar Ujala, Dehradun; and Pankaj Pachauri,
Former Media Advisor to the Prime Minister and Editor, Go News were the speakers of the workshop.
They said that the CAS is the first step towards becoming a Health Journalist and it has changed the
way we think.

The participants, students and senior mentors shared their experiences of health reporting during the
pandemic.

Prof. Mohammad Fariyad, Head of the Department was the workshop moderator.

Former and current CAS students from different universities were also felicitated in the workshop.
UNICEF's Communications Officer, Sonia Sarkar and faculty members of the Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism were present.
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MANUU pays rich tributes to Gopi Chand Narang

Hyderabad:

School of Languages, Linguistics & Indology, Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU)
today organized a condolence meeting and paid rich tributes to Prof. Gopi Chand Narang, eminent
scholar, literary critic, theorist and a world renowned authority of Urdu language and literature, who
passed away on June 15, 2022.

Prof. Narang was closely associated with MANUU from it’s formative years as the Member of it’s first
Executive Council. In recognition of Gopi Chand Narang's services for promoting Urdu language and
literature, MANUU had also conferred an honorary doctorate on him in 2009 at its third convocation.

Prof. S.M. Rahmatullah, Pro Vice Chancellor in his condolence message described Gopi Chand Narang
as beacon of Urdu language and literature and his demise is a great loss to the Urdu world.

Prof. Aziz Bano, Dean, School of Languages, read out a condolence resolution on behalf of the
university. Prof. Farooq Bakhshi, Head, Department of Urdu said that the demise of Gopi Chand is a
great loss and Urdu world has lost a legendary figure who nurtured the language and literature. Dr.
Abu Shaheem Khan and Dr. Kahkashan Latif also spoke.

Prof. Shahid Naukhez Azmi, Prof. Salman Ahmad Khan and other faculty members also attended the
meeting.
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