




























 

Urdu Film Festival begins today at MANUU  
 
 

Zahed Farooqui|   Posted by Sameer Khan  |   Updated: 17th March 2023 1:24 pm IST 
 
Hyderabad: The Urdu Film Festival is being organized from March 17 to 19 at Maulana 
Azad National Urdu University (MANUU) under the auspices of the Instructional Media 
Center. According to Rizwan Ahmed Director Media Center, Vice Chancellor Prof. Syed 
Ainul Hassan will inaugurate the festival at 7 pm on March 17. Registrar, Prof. Ishtiyaq 
Ahmed will preside over the screening. 
 
In the inaugural program, documentary on the role of Urdu language and culture, Urdu 
poetry and film songs in Indian cinema will be screened. A six-part documentary on Urdu 
language and culture will be screened at the festival. 
 
Since the Urdu Diaspora is spread worldwide, it is important for the University to reach 
beyond the shores of our country to popularize Urdu based higher education.  Media can 
play a vital role in this respect.  To develop the media components as part of the media-
mix of the distance education offerings, MANUU has established a full-fledged 
‘Instructional Media Centre (IMC) on its campus. 
 
According to experts, the decline of Urdu sounds began in the 1990s, which marks the rise 
of the Hindutva politics and the beginning of the mushrooming of cable television 
networks.Urdu, which was still highly valued in the 1990s, became isolated from the 
mainstream. 
 
A possible factor of disappearance of Urdu in Bollywood is the gradual disappearance of 
the old generation of writers, lyricists, playwrights and music directors, regardless of their 
religious identities, who were educated in the Urdu language and culture and the 
appearance of a new generation educated in the Hindi and English linguistic traditions. 
 
Meanwhile, a three-day workshop on the production of documentary film was held in the 
university, which was inaugurated by Vice Chancellor Prof. Syed Ainul Hassan. The 
workshop has been organized in collaboration with Maulana Azad National Urdu 
University and Indian Documentary Producers Associations, Mumbai. 50 people are 
participating in the workshop. 
 

https://www.siasat.com/author/zahed/












Hyderabad: MANUU organises 'first-ever' Urdu

film festival from 17 March

Ajay Tomar

The Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU) in Hyderabad is organising

what it says is the first-ever Urdu Film Festival by any academic institution from Friday,

17 March, as per the organisers.

Inaugurated with a documentary showcasing the contribution of the Urdu language and

culture to Indian cinema at 7 pm in the MANUU’s IMC preview theatre, the three-day

festival is expected to feature a diverse selection of films, including a six-part

documentary on the Urdu language and culture and Indian cinema.

“Many seminars on Urdu have been conducted all these years by an academic

institution. So we thought of conducting a film festival for the first time,” festival

convenor Imtiaz Alam told South First.

Meanwhile, a three-day documentary filmmaking workshop started at the MANUU on

Thursday.

The film festival begins after the workshop every day.

Contribution of Urdu to Indian cinema

Imtiaz noted that the festival would be highlighting the way Urdu as a language has

contributed and increased Indian cinema’s reach to the audience.

MANUU Urdu film festival poster

MANUU Urdu film festival poster. (Supplied)

About the schedule on Friday, he said, “We (IMC) have made three documentaries of

around half an hour. They will be focusing on the history of Indian cinema, Urdu

dialogues, stories, songs, ghazals (poetry), verses and other literature. After that we will

be showing the film Mughal-E-Azam.”

MANUU Vice-Chancellor Syed Ainul Hasan emphasised the importance of

documentary filmmaking as a tool for raising awareness about important social issues

and promoting social change.
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“The festival was his (the VC’s) idea,” said Imtiaz.

“After we organised a sports film festival, he suggested organising the Urdu film

festival. We believe that cinema’s idea is not only entertainment but to educate as well.”

Read more: Telugu filmmakers are smitten with the UK. Here’s why

Filmmaking workshop

The varsity is organising it in collaboration with the Mumbai-based Indian Documentary

Producers Association (IDPA).

“Students from several institutions such as MANUU, EFLU, Osmania University, and

other freelancers are attending the workshop to learn or improve the skill,” Imtiaz said.

Eminent award-winning filmmakers Kamlesh K Mishra and Santosh Pathare are

expected to interact with and guide the participants.

Describing filmmaking as a difficult job, VC Hasan hoped that the participants would

gain knowledge about documentary making and will come out with some good input.

“Perception and presentation as two important aspects of filmmaking,” he pointed out.

Read more: Corporate booking of heroes add to low-budget filmmakers’ woes
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