(Standard Post Bureau)

Hyderabad, May 22,
Creating safer roads for
children and young people
requires strong
partnerships  between
government, educators and
communities in partnership
with the media. This was the
key message echoed at the
National Media
Consultation on Road
Safety and Systems
Strengthening, organized
by UNICEF India today in
collaboration with the
Department of Mass
Communication and
Journalism, Maulana Azad
National Urdu University
(MANUU).

Opening the event, Ms.
Zafrin Chowdhury, Chief of
Communication, Advocacy
and Partnerships at
UNICEEF India, emphasized
the role of media in shaping
public perception and
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accountability. “Children's
safety on the roads
demands collaborative,
collective action. Safer
school zones, stronger
emergency care systems,
and awareness campaigns
all play arole. Media holds
a unique power: turning
statistics into compelling
stories, and stories that
encourage individual and
societal action. Journalists,
RJs, and storytellers can

lead a movement for
change,” she said.
More than 100

participants, including
MANUU faculty and
students, nearly 50 Radio
Jockeys and producers,
media  professionals,
government officials, civil
society representatives,
and youth advocates
participated in  the
consultation.

Mr. P Shiv Shankar,
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chief general manager
regional office NHAI
Hyderabad stressed upon
the  importance  of
education, enforcement,
evidence and engineering
as multidintions that
should be considered
together for making roads
safer.

Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan,
Vice Chancellor underlined
the university’s role in
preparing journalists who
think deeper and contribute
to positive shifts. “Our
students are being trained
to be sensitive
communicators who report
with depth and
responsibility. Road safety
is a powerful lens to
connect infrastructure,
equity, and justice—and
that’s the kind of journalism
we must nurture,” he said.

Mr. Ramon Chesa,
Chief Executive Officer of

ISADAK — An Abertis
Company, Dr Zelalem
Taffesse, Chief Field Office
Hyderabad, UNICEF, Dr.
Syed Hubbe Ali, Health
Specialist, UNICEF India
Country Office also
addressed the gathering.

Prof. Mohammad
Fariyad, Dean and Head,
School of Journalism and
Mass Communication,
delivered welcome address.
He emphasized the power
of community radio and
youth-driven campaigns in
spreading awareness about
road safety and fostering
responsible road behavior,
particularly among children
and adolescents.

A panel discussion on
“The Role of Mediain Road
Safety for Children and
Youth” was a key feature of
the day. Moderated by
senior journalist Srinjoy
Chowdhury the panel
included representatives
from media, schools and
public health.

Radio participants co-
created radio content
through group work,
facilitated by Sonia Sarkar
and Prosun Sen from
UNICEF as well as teachers
from MANUU Participants
pledged to amplify child
safety narratives and
strengthen  behaviour
change communication
through community-rooted
formats, especially in
underserved areas where
the risks are highest.
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