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Deccan’s rich textile
heritage in spotlight

Old saris, ancient weavmg techmques draw attention

RACHEL
DAMMALA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 15

Centuries-old saris pre-
served by families, the
intricate techniques
behind traditional weav-
ing and the communities
whose labour sustained
textile production, were
among the subjects dis-
cussed at a national sem-
inar held at Maulana
Azad National Urdu
University (Manuu) on
Thursday.

Organised by the H.K.
Sherwani Centre for
Deccan Studies, the sem-
inar, ‘Textile Traditions
of the Deccan: Materia-
lity, Labour and Techn-
ology’, brought together
researchers and textile
revivalists to examine
the region’s textile her-
itage, from historical
records and traditional
designs to the technolo-
gy and labour involved
in producing fabrics.

Prof. Sanjay Subodh of
the department of histo-
ry at the University of
Hyderabad spoke about
textile traditions and the

social communities
involved in textile pro-
duction through the

ages. Intach-Hyderabad
convener and heritage
conservationist
Anuradha Reddy dis-
played saris belonging to
her mother and grand-
mother, some dating
back to 200 years. The

e 200-year-old saris .
from Gadwal,
Narayanpet displayed

e Telia Rumal can cost
%2 lakh to %3 lakh

o Kalamkari used in
tents and bedsheets

o Seminar explores
Deccan textile
traditions and

weaving techniques @

collection included
sarees from Gadwal and
Narayanpet.

The discussions exam-
ined textiles not merely
as finished products, but
also through the skills,
labour and fraditional
knowledge required to
produce them.

With samples of older
textiles, including
Kalamkari, were dis-
played, experts dis-
cussed the technical
complexity of tradition-
al weaving, the crafts-
manship and processes
behind intricate pat-
terns. Discussions also
examined how as well as
how techniques, natural
dyes, materials and
desmns
centuries, and how arti-
sans and weaving com-
munities preserved
these practices across
generations.

The seminar drew
attention to the techni-

evolved over

EXPERTS flag decline
of traditional crafts and
artisan
knowledged

cal complexity and lab-
our involved in traditio-
nal textile-making. The
Telia Rumal, a double-
ikat textile made using a

process that involves
treating yarn with gin-
gelly oil, was discussed
as an example of the spe-
cialised knowledge
required to produce such
fabrics. A single piece
can cost around %2 lakh
to 3 lakh, reflecting the
intricate process and
skilled work involved.

Seminars were also
held on research on fab-
rics, colours and textile
techniques during the
Qutb Shahi and Mughal
periods. “11learned of the
historical use of
Kalamkari, including in
tents and bedsheets,
bringing attention to the
varied uses of textiles in
the Deccan,” said Dr A.
Subash of Manuu's
Deccan Studies.

Prof. Rekha Pande dis-

cussed textile traditions
in relation to labour and
technological transfor-
mation. A technical ses-
sion featuring Prof.
Pushpa  Sharma of
Kurukshetra University
examined textiles in the
Deccan through Persian
and Sanskrit texts.

The seminar connected
historical research with
contemporary efforts to
revive traditional crafts,
promote natural fibres
and sustainable produc-
tion, and transmit indig-
enous knowledge to futu-
re generations. The decl-
ine of traditional textile
practices and the chal-
lenge of sustaining arti-
san knowledge remained
central concerns.

Textile revivalist
Uzramma Bilgrami,
Manuu Vice Chancellor
Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan.
A. Vani Prasad, special
chief secretary, tourism
and culture, university
registrar Prof. Ishtiaque
Ahmed, master weaver
Gajam Govardhana, a
Padma Shri awa.rdee
were present.

Prof. Salma Ahmed
Farooqui, director of the
H.K. Sherwani Centre
for Deccan Studies, said
the deliberations addr-
essed the l'fustorui?l
importance of textile

production and the con-
tnbution of artisans and
weaving communities to
the Deccan's economic
and cultural life,
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MANII ELECTS
KAUNAIN RAZA AS
NEW UNION CHIEF

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 16

Md. Kaunain Raza Ansari, a
scholar in the department of
education and training, has
been elected 12th president of
Maulana Azad National Urdu
(MANUU) University
Students Union for the aca-
demic 2026-27 year. The elec-
tions were held on Thursday,
with students voting at the
university’s campus and off-
campus centres.

The investiture ceremony for
the newly elected office-bear-
ers will be held on October 22.
Md, Shamsuddin, a BVoc stu-
dent, was elected vice-presi-
dent, Asif Iqubal, an MBA stu-
dent, secretary, Hajrah, BTech
student, joint secretary, and
Muhammed Igbal, BEd stu-
dent, was elected treasurer,
Manuu Vice Chancellor Prof. |
Syed Ainul Hasan and regis-
trar Prof Ishtiaque Ahmed
congratulated the newly elect-
ed office-bearers




