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 Poisoned Arrow 





 
''Just three or four days ago, Hameed said, smiling,

write here in the Arlecchino,  heard a fellow

saying that God had sent him to earth on a special

mission, but he was unable to rise from his

chair...There were two empty quarter bottles of jin

on the table in front  of him''. (Poisoned Arrow)
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on a 

 To earth  special mission, 

 
 Fro  To 
 From haven  To earth 









 expansion in meaning 

 expansion in meaning

Direct Speech 
  Indirect Speech 







''She often made the mistake of imagining that
Fareedi fancied her, and she sometimes had trouble
hiding her feelings.Hameed, whenever he noticed
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this would start hooting and chortling and making
predictions that she would die of tuber-closis before
the end of the year". (Poisoned  Arrow)                         


 hooting and chortling 




''She sometimes had trouble hiding her feelings''.

  













1 
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 Smoke Water 

 .... 

 








"Are you assuming that he's insignificant because
of his slight stature?'' Faridi asked.''You must
remember that true essence of a man resides not in
his body,but in his mind. The mass of bones and
flesh  is of no account. It is a man's brain which
elevates him in high positions, as the world bends
at his feet. And yet, if that brain should ever
become dysfunctional....then those very same
people who once bent at the man's feet will take
the mass of flesh and bones he has become and
lock him up in a lunatic asylum, where illiterate
goons not worth two pennies will set upon him
with clubs....''. (Smoke Water) 
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''He continued to mutter "I was taught in class Six
that the only difference between a kangaroo and
an otter is one of brain power. The government
won't object if you describe an otter as a kangaroo,
because it is otters, really, who take a greater
interest in international politics. My father is very
sad these days because his fifth marriage had to be
postponed on account of the attack on the Suez
Canal. That's why I think that international politics
is a load of garbage. Wolves claim to stand guard
over sheep, whereas leopards and cheetahs say no,
that duty has been prescribed for them by God.
Wolves are the declared enemies of sheep.
Culturally we are very close to sheep, and now we
are even learning to eat hay. Hay, why are you
gawking at me? Close your eyes, or else I'll tear
you to pieces and devour you''. (Smoke Water)
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 1957 


 










"Hameed's billy goat, had he been human, would have
committed suicide. Or, instead, he might have
assumed the role of an Urdu critic, and pronounced a
sentence of death by beheading on the ghazal that was
now read to him, declaring that all such poetry was
barbarous. This was because the ghazal was being read
to him by Hameed. But then, billy goats are neither
suicidal nor critical. Of course, it's possible that had
the goat been human, he would have beheaded
Hameedhimself, and not the ghazal". (Smoke Water)
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''It was about nine o' clock on a winter morning.

Colonel Faridi was sitting in a lawn chair a little

distance away, reading the news paper. He was

enjoying the feeling of being out in the open, with

the sun flooding the lawn''. (Smoke Water)




 ''''in a lawn chair 
''enjoying the feeling of being out in the open, with 

 the sun flooding the lawn.''
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''His petite wife burst into laughter at the sight of
his clothes which were covered with large
saffron-coloured soup and sauce stains'' . (The
Laughing Corps)                     




''It looks  as if someone shut you up in a kitchen

and then had a proper go at you!she said,barely

succeeding in containing her laughter.Qasim

danced about, unable to control his rage". (The

Laughing Corps)                              




  
''I  will call uncle Asim just now. Okay, go get

him! he shouted, realized his folly the very next

moment. He pulled himself up and stammered in a

pleading voice. I went to a...uh, a religious

meeting. A meelad celebration. That's it I was at a

meelad celeb-b-bration''. (The Laughing Corps)



2024  18 

144







a religious 
 meeting










 Cognitive Environment 









 

'' It was a winter's night, on Queen's road. A street
vendor was peddling peanuts on a tray when a
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young beggar-woman approached him. The
beggar-woman was exeedingly pretty. Her lips
were as delicate as rose-petals,  and stars
shimmered in her eyes''.  (Smoke water)
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''My life 
 hangs on a thread''






 My life hangs on a thread 





 








''There was the sound of a vehicle coming to a halt,
the crunch of gravel under heavy wheels, and the
sound of a horse's hooves stamping heavily on the
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ground. Shaheena opened the window and looked
out, but could  see nothing on account of the
darkness that enveloped the grounds of the
bunglow. She had given instructions for the porch
light to be kept burning all night, but the servants
seemed to have ignored her orders. She moved away
from the window, determined to fight it out with her
mother tonight''. (Dr. Dread)








''Shaheena was screaming at the top of her lungs.
''You bastard! son of a swine! Yes I have five
hundred and fifty-five husbands. What's it to you
dirty dog? Then she began tearing at her clothes.
pandemonium ensued. Quickly, tables began to
empty as guests left their chairs and crowded around
the couple. Shaheena was still loudly proclaiming
hereself to be the wife of five hundred and fifty-five
husbands". (Dr. Dread)
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''And you know what? Girls are ready to do anyting

for a man who behaves strangely. Ha ha, it's a

strange quirk of nature, that! You may ask them,

Why are you so hopelessly enamoured with that

fellow? and they answer in all sincerity, Oh, he is

always so lost in him-self....it's so romantic!' But if

by chance they end up with a husband who is

always lost in himself, then that same fellow will be

described as a perfect fool..... worse than a  fool.

They won't say he's different or unique or  romantic

anymore, oh no; they 'll call him cracked and

egocentric''. (Dr. Dread)









 












but the servants 
 seemed to have ignored her orders.
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pandemonium  There was quite a commotion 
There  ensued

 pandemonium ensued  was quite a commotion








 it's a strange quirk of nature 
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