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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A3%25D8%25A8%25D9%2588_%25D8%25A8%25D9%2583%25D8%25B1_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B5%25D8%25AF%25D9%258A%25D9%2582_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A3%25D8%25AE%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1_%25D8%25B9%25D9%2585%25D8%25B1_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B9%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25AE_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B9%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25AE_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A8%25D8%25BA%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF_%25D9%2585%25D8%25B4%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D9%2588%25D8%25B0%25D9%2583%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B9%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D9%2581_%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585_%25D8%25A8%25D8%25AF%25D9%258A%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A5%25D8%25B3%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AC%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585%25D8%25B9_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D9%2585%25D9%2588%25D9%258A_%25D9%2581%25D9%258A_%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25B4%25D9%2582_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AC%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585%25D8%25B9_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D9%2585%25D9%2588%25D9%258A_%25D9%2581%25D9%258A_%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25B4%25D9%2582_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25AD%25D9%2583%25D8%25A7%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25AE_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25B4%25D9%2582:_%25D8%25B5%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1_%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D8%25AC%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2587%25D8%25A7_%25D9%2588%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B1_%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D9%2586%25D8%25B6%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2587%25D8%25A7&action=edit&redlink=1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B0%25D9%2583%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D8%25B9%25D9%2584%25D9%258A_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B7%25D9%2586%25D8%25B7%25D8%25A7%25D9%2588%25D9%258A_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AC%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584_%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25AE_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B5%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1_%25D9%2588%25D8%25AE%25D9%2588%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B7%25D8%25B1_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B5%25D9%258A%25D8%25AF_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AE%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B7%25D8%25B1_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D9%2588%25D9%2589_%25D8%25B9%25D9%2584%25D9%258A_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B7%25D9%2586%25D8%25B7%25D8%25A7%25D9%2588%25D9%258A_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25B5%25D9%2588%25D9%2584_%25D8%25A5%25D8%25B3%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%25D9%2581%25D9%2583%25D8%25B1_%25D9%2588%25D9%2585%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AD%25D8%25AB&action=edit&redlink=1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D9%258A_%25D8%25A5%25D9%2586%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2586%25D9%258A%25D8%25B3%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D9%258A_%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A%25D9%2584_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A5%25D8%25B5%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AD
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2582%25D8%25B5%25D8%25B5_%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25AE_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2582%25D8%25B5%25D8%25B5_%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25AE_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2582%25D8%25B5%25D8%25B5_%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AD%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2585%25D8%25B9_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B3
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2585%25D9%2582%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D9%2581%25D9%258A_%25D9%2583%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D8%25AD%25D8%25AF%25D9%258A%25D8%25AB_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2581%25D8%25B3
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D8%25AD%25D8%25AF%25D9%258A%25D8%25AB_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2581%25D8%25B3
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2585%25D9%2586_%25D9%2586%25D9%2581%25D8%25AD%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B1%25D9%2585
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2587%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D9%2581_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25AC%25D8%25AF
https://ar.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B9%25D8%25AF_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AE%25D9%2585%25D8%25B3%25D9%258A%25D9%2586&action=edit&redlink=1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D9%2588%25D9%2589_%25D8%25B9%25D9%2584%25D9%258A_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B7%25D9%2586%25D8%25B7%25D8%25A7%25D9%2588%25D9%258A_(%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AC%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A1_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AB%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D9%258A)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D9%2588%25D9%2589_%25D8%25B9%25D9%2584%25D9%258A_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B7%25D9%2586%25D8%25B7%25D8%25A7%25D9%2588%25D9%258A_(%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AC%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A1_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AB%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D9%258A)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25B5%25D9%2588%25D9%2584_%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AC%25D8%25AA%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B9%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2586%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1_%25D9%2588%25D9%2587%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25B5%25D9%2588%25D9%2584_%25D9%2581%25D9%258A_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AB%25D9%2582%25D8%25A7%25D9%2581%25D8%25A9_%25D9%2588%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25B5%25D9%2588%25D9%2584_%25D9%2581%25D9%258A_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AB%25D9%2582%25D8%25A7%25D9%2581%25D8%25A9_%25D9%2588%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25B5%25D9%2588%25D9%2584_%25D9%2581%25D9%258A_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D8%25B9%25D9%2588%25D8%25A9_%25D9%2588%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A5%25D8%25B5%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AD
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A8%25D9%2588%25D8%25A7%25D9%2583%25D9%258A%25D8%25B1_(%25D9%2583%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8)
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India in Modern Arabic Travelogues

sexism, racism and imperialism in the book.

Parry, Benita (2004) writes in his book that this
is a vilification of humanist on the importance of
interpersonal relationships, and effects of colonialism on
Indian society®?.

Conclusion:

This travelogue is one of the finest works of E.M Forster
which not only portrays the India before the
independence but also puts lights on the relationship
between Indians and British. As this also talks about the
Indians among Indians in spite of having cultural,
religious differences which unites against the looting and
exploitation of the Europe. Due its various artistic and
cultural values the work has been translated into Arabic
language. This Arabic translation stands out among all
other Arab Travelogues as there is a hardly any Arab
traveler who highlighted the Europe's behavior with
Indians before Independence.

Reference:
1- Al Quran
2- Al-Yaqubi, Kitab al-buldan, ed. by M. J. de
Goeje (Leiden: Brill, 1860)
3- The Travels of Ibn Jubyr, trans. Roland J.C.
Broadhurst, London Jonathan Cape 1952
4- Muhammad Al- Ghasani, Rihlat —al- wazir fi

Parry, Benita (2004). Postcolonial Studies: A Materialist Critigue.
New York: Routledge. pp. 163. ISBN 0-203-42053-5.
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Diverse India

India has been a diverse nation with different
cultures, languages and life styles. The fissures in the
Indian soil were infinite. The British and the Indians
were divided; Muslims and Hindus stood apart; even
Hindus were divided amongst themselves. India is a vast
country inhabited by a diverse population. In the last ride
Aziz and Fielding passed through a jungle. The divisions
of daily life were returning and the diverse spirit of India
prevailed.

The scene of the Mosque was the beginning of an
attempt to reconcile the East and the West. The Muslim
mind was tried to be understood. Mrs. Moore thought
that Aziz represented India, which was a wrong
conception. Aziz could not represent India as there were
many religions, languages and classes.

The dramatic impact to the story is furnished by
an Indian setting. The Janamashtami scene reflects hope.
The all-inclusiveness of the Hindus might solve the
problem. The universalism of the Hindus might break
the barriers of artificial impediments. On the whole, the
element of sanity pervades the whole book enriched by
frequent flashes of wit and humor.

Literary Criticism:

Earlier Critiques have had opinion that this
Forster's book showed an inappropriate friendship
between colonizers and the colonized. However, the new
critiques considered this work as the best depiction of
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India as a mystery which no one knows what is
happening inside India like the incident that happened
between Aziz and Adela. Irony is that even Adela is not
sure about what happened in the cave who lodged the
report with the police. Every character in the travelogue
IS a mystery.

The final symbol temple refers oneness, a
beautiful characteristics of Hindu religion through the
Gokul Ashtami celebrating the birth of Lord Krishna.
This festival gives a beautiful vibes embraces a Muslim
man Aziz as well, which finally leads to the
reconciliation of Aziz and Feilding at the end.

Communication Gap

All the characters, men and women of the mini
India Chandrapur face difficulty in communication
nature's limitless boundaries and man's strictly limited
spheres. For example the bridge party which was
organized with the objective of knowing the Indians and
form a new way of rapprochement between Indians and
the Englishmen. Adela fails to understand the Indians.
She displeases everyone i.e. her community, and Lady
Moore, Aziz and up to a certain extent even Fielding.
Even Aziz and Fielding find it difficult to come closer or
to reach perfect understanding. The Indians are divided:;
the English are divided, the failure of communication is
heightened when Aziz, during his illness is visited by his
friends. Suspicions and arguments repeat themselves
again.
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of the world to take her seat! She, who only peer was the
Holy Roman Empire, she shall rank with Guatemala and
Belgium perhaps! Fielding mocked again"*°

Major issues highlighted in the Travelogue:

1 - Mosque, Caves and Temples

This Travelogue can be divided into three
sections, which might have the different interpretations,
but the terms like Temple, Mosque and Caves appears to
indicate the three seasons of India which are cold
weather, hot weather and the rainy season.

The mosque symbolizes a peaceful and friendly
place where people meet and greet each other and
sometime people take big decision be it in agreement or
in refusal. This is the first place Mrs. Moor visits with
Aziz in the novel.

The Marabar Cave in the book is the middle
portion of the book which takes place in the hot summer
where people are inflamed and loose calmness too often
and unable to think rationally and logically, which can
be asserted through the rage, discussions and arguments
between Aziz and more which brings Aziz into the
custody. Forster uses geographical metaphors to describe
the information regarding caves. This cave symbolizes

10: Forster, E. M. A Passage to India.Penguin Books. London
(1989) pp. 315
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Indian wild bird.....the bird in question dived into dome
of the tree. It was of no importance, yet they would have
liked to identify it, it would somehow have solaced their
hearts. But nothing in India is identifiable, the mere
asking of a question causes it to disappear or to merge
in something else™.

The most significant and important metaphor
that exhibits the difference between Indians and the
Anglo-Indians is the echo of Marabar caves. Mrs. Moor
doesn’t like the echo as she does not understand it in
spite of the fact that she is of a liberal opinion about
Indian. The prime reason she is disturbed with the echo
is the cultural gap. Similarly Adela, who had a quest to
explore real India, fails to understand and most of the
time bears the opposite cultures and tradition she
encounters. At the same time Aziz refused to tolerate
Europeans in his country after he came out of jail. Thus,
the new Nationalist Aziz became the barrier of
friendship between East and West despite having worked
as bridge to gap in two nation's friendship. After the trail
Aziz became anti-British and determined to see India
independent which Fielding, an Englishman, mocks; "He
(Aziz) shouted, "India shall be a nation! No foreigners of
any sort! Hindi and Moslem and Sikh and all shall be
one! Hurrah! Hurrah for India! Hurrah! Hurrah!"India
a Nation! What an apotheosis! Last comer to the drab
nineteenth century sisterhood! Waddling in at this hour

°: Forster, E. M. A Passage to India. Penguin Books. London
(1989) pp. 100 -101
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date from that period. The zest for decoration stopped in
the 18" century, nor was it ever democratic. There was
no paintings and scarcely any carving in the bazars. The
very wood seems made of mud, the inhabitants of mud
moving. So abased, so monotonous is everything that
meets the eye, that when the Ganges come down it might
be expected to wash the excrescence back into the soil.
Houses do fall, people are drowned and left rotting, but
the general outline of the town persists, swelling here,
shrinking there, like some slow but indestructible form of
life"”.

It also highlights the cultural difference
between the colonizers and the colonized, even the
writer presented the differences of colonized (Indians) in
terms of religious beliefs and cultural practices. Hence,
the Indians and British appears to be alien to each other
which Lamiya Tayeb has highlighted in her writings;
"through his depiction if Indian setting, Forster stresses
the alienating features of the land"®, which can also
probably be asserted through the reference from the
travelogue itself when Adela and Ronny saw a green
bird but both were unable to recognize it. And the
commentary goes like, "A little green bird was observing
her, so brilliant and neat that it might have hopped
straight out of a shop. On catching her eye it closed its
own, gave a small skip and prepared to go to bed. Some

7. Forster, E. M. A Passage to India. Penguin Books. London
(1989) pp.31
8: https://www.jstor.org/stable/41207037

43



https://www.jstor.org/stable/41207037

India in Modern Arabic Travelogues

an Indian Physician takes her to the show the cage.
During the visit Adela Quested accuses Aziz for sexual
assault during the outing. Aziz presents the court to
defend himself, who had many defenders, including
Cecil Fielding, the principle of the college. After a
several court trails Adela hesitates on the witness and
withdraws the charges.

The setting of the plot and the story is based on
a city Chandrapur which has been presented beautifully
as a mini India comprises of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and
Christians and the relationship with each other. All the
Characters portraying their standard of living, socio —
economic background and the spirit of unity when it
comes to work together or fight for their rights from the
British.

Adela Quested is an important character who
raises the concerns many a times about British behavior
with common Indian. She often criticizes the British for
having a dual nature towards Indian. Basically, 1 found
all the female characters such as Mrs. Moors, mother of
Roony, Mrs. Turton wife of Mr. Turton and Adela
herself in the Travelogue are very critics of British
relationship with India.

The Introduction of Chandrapore exhibits
Europe’s concept of India and its people which goes
like; "Chandrapore was never large or beautiful, but two
hundred years ago it lay on the road between Upper
India, then imperial, and the sea, and the fine houses
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In modern Arabic travel writings we rarely find
any detailed Arab Travelogues to India. The Arab
traveller's major work in the Modern era either related to
any particular Indian place, monument or visit to any
cities. Mostly the Arab ambassador to India has written
their thoughts on such as Tajmahal, Aghra and Varanasi.
However, this travelogue deals with the most important
topics of the era which was co-existence of various
cultures, and religions after the Independence that India
was fighting for from the British rules. It also highlights
the British mindsets and oppressions in the 20" century.
Hence, the translation of this Travelogue by E.M.
Forster, is of immense importance in Arabic language
and literature which portrays the 20" century India to an
Arab through the non-Arab eyes. The translators' effort
to keep the original essence in Arabic language is
commendable. As the Muslim Caliphates always
appointed the famous writers, poets and scholars of the
era to translate the best work from any foreign languages
to Arabic for the cultural and political aims. The
tradition continued later, although not at a larger scale,
which makes Arabic a unique scientific language .This
book A Passage to India is a reflection of Forster's visit
as a private secretary of Tukoji Rao Il to India in 1912.

India as the theme of the Travelogue:

The Rihla beautifully portrays the relationship
between British and the Indians through the various
Indian and British Characters. It mainly revolves around
an incident that happened when an English woman,

Adela Quested visits India. As per the request Dr. Aziz
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esteem™?.

With the French Occupation over Egypt brought
Arab Renaissance in each and every field. Arabic Travel
writing also developed at a larger scale and as a
Literature. Rifaa Al Tahtwai wrote his travel journal in
France entitled " b casdi & 50 0¥) (=i and 1dris al-
Salawt .

The Importance of Translation of a Passage

to India

According to Brenda Silver, A passage to India
is: "a study of what it means to be rapable, a social
position that cuts across biological and racial lines to
inscribe culturally constructed definitions of sexuality
within a sex/gender/power system"®. Tayeb [5] describes
it as: “A Passage to India studies the viability of
transcending the encumbrances of the colonial situation,
on the part of both the colonialist and the native, in
order to set up new formulas of social interaction and
cross-cultural exchange®.

#: Muhammad Al- Ghasani, Rihlat —al- wazir fi iftikhar —al- asir, ed.
Nuri al- jarrab, Dar al- Suwaydi li-l nashr wa al- tawzi, 2002, pp.70-
75
°: Silver, Brenda. ‘Periphrasis, Power, and Rape in A Passage to
India’, Novel, 22 (1988), p.p.86-105
6: Tayeb, Lamia. "The Inscription of Cultural Bafflement in E. M.
Forster's A Passage to India™. Interdisciplinary Literary Studies,
Vol. 6, No. 1 (2004), pp. 37-59
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Thus, this genre of literature kept flourished
and a number of Arab Geographers and Travellers
produced their significant works likecSlzd ol 4, for
Mohammad 1bn e Fadhlan,ﬁlw\ L jra A apd@ll s
for)S.: G:\ ol 2l B JEVESA A e }:\ uml\ i known as Al
Magqdisi, and the most famous Arab traveller in history
is, Ibn Battiita (1304-1377) and etc.

The seventeenth century saw a number of
developments in the Rihla (Travelogue) literature, in
terms of authorship and destination, which indeed not
very different from the previous Pilgrims Travelogue in
nature, however, in this century the travelogues majorly
was diplomatic or commercials like awld ¢ 2aal cpall e
<>l who travelled to France and the Low Countries
(1611-3) to negotiate a treaty on behalf of the Moroccan
sultan and sl sl ) 2ese who travelled to Spain and
Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab b.
‘uthman.

Another  key  aspect of  Moroccan
Ambassadorial accounts is a rigorous bound of
humiliation. The prime quest of travels was not personal
capital recognition but for to exhibits the signs of
Muslims and regal power, both past and present. Al —
Ghasani reported that Spanish King often asked
questions about our Master; Al Mansoor Billah, and as
he mentioned his name, he doffed the sombrero (al-
Shumriro) that he was wearing to exhibit the respect and

39


https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%86_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%85_%D9%81%D9%8A_%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85

India in Modern Arabic Travelogues

exile continued"?2.

The history of the Rihla 4=, was mainly a
product of North Africa (Maghrib) and al-Andalus. The
predominant sub-genre was related to the pilgrimage
(hajj) to the Hijaz (the western part of the Arabian
Peninsula), and has thus become known as the rihla
hajjiyya or hijaziyya. In addition to the pilgrimage, there
was the prestige to be gained by Maghribi scholars from
visiting the mythical centers of learning in the East
(Mashriqg), Damascus, Baghdad and Cairo.

The man who may be called the father of the
pilgrimage rihla was the Valencia-born Ibn Jubayr ¢!
ow (1145-1217), who made several trips to the East, but
chronicled only his first (1183-1185). Like Ibn e Fadlan
Ibn e Jubayr came into close contact of with the infidel
but his reaction somewhat defy preconception. On the
other hand, the devoted Muslims, whose pilgrimage was
atonement for having drunk wine, was wary of passing
too favorable judgment on anything Christian, lest it
tainted his believe and faith. So, the reader is told to
"beware of entering their lands' and, 'mixing with the
pigs".2One of the most interesting features of his
travelogue is the inclusion of both Christian and Muslim
calendar dates.

2: Al-Yaqubi, Kitab al-buldan, ed. by M. J. de Goeje (Leiden: Brill,
1860), p. 2
3: The Travels of Ibn Jubyr, trans. Roland J.C. Broadhurst, London
Jonathan Cape 1952, pp.119
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Herodotus, who travelled to Italy, Persia, Egypt, and
Danube valley. Looking back at history about discovery,
Christopher Columbus's first voyage to America in 1492
ushered in a new age for travel writing. Travel writing or
travelogue can be considered as the first literary
production of mankind.

Arabic Travel Writing:

Arabic travel writings have an old and varied
history that goes back some twelve centuries. The
emergence of the genre is bound up with the importance
of travel in Islam. In the Qur’an, travel often appears as a
duty, whether in respect of the pilgrimage or, simply, to
‘see how God originated creation as the verse says’ &
-(Quran. surat al 1GE7 G i€ [ Al o35 6 e
'ankabiit :29:20). In addition, travel was vital in the quest
for knowledge (pl=!! k), and an obligatory rite of
passage for any would be scholar, to consult libraries or
to study under famous teachers. In addition, later we find
many Islamic scholars-cum geographers who showed
interest in knowing about the new cities and places like
al Yaqubi 58 (d.897) who stated in the preface to his
Kitab al-Buldan ¢l <US(‘Book of Countries’):

"In the prime of my youth [...] I had an interest in
knowing the news of countries and the distances that
separate one town from another, because | travelled
uninterruptedly from my childhood onwards and my

L Quran. surat al-'ankabiit :29:20

37



India in Modern Arabic Travelogues

in highlighting the socio — political, diverse cultural co-
existence and the exploitation of Indians under British
colonization. It differs from Arab Travelogues which
only highlight majorly the cultural aspects and Indian
aestheticism. We hardly find the examples of Arabic
Travelogues in the later 19" Century and early 20"
Century which deals with the theme of India under the
British rule, colonization effects, merits and demerits,
co-existence in details. Hence, this translation work is an
important firsthand source in Travel Writing.

Keywords: India, Travelogue, Colonization, British
rule, Translation

Importance of Travel Writings:

Travel writing genre can be classified into
different types - Travelogue, Travel Stories and Travel
Guide, each being distinct from one another. Whereas
travelogue is all about the record of what a traveler sees,
travel stories are about the narration of the traveler. On
the other hand, Travel Guides are specifically meant for
people who usually visit a lot of places. Travelling was
also meant to discover and to a certain extent to conquer
the places. There came a time when people were very
much curious about explorations and voyages to
unknown destinations. Travel was necessary during
those days, and it was intended to let others know about
the different nature and culture of the inhabitants they
met. During the ancient times, Romans and Greeks
conquered most part of the present-day Europe and the
Middle East. There are many classical travel writers like
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India in the Travelogue of E.M. Forster
in the 20th Century

Introduction:

India is a well-known country throughout the
world for its abundance of diverse cultures and
civilizations, which has attracted travelers and writers to
visit this beautiful country since ancient times. This
article seeks to investigate the importance of translating
English Travelogue by E. M. Foster into Arabic which
has been entitled as xigll I ds; by lall & dea 3l 5 5la, 1t
also seeks to highlight the problems and issues faced by
India in the late nineteenth century and the early
twentieth century.

This paper explores how the travel writing and
its translation to other languages have been contributing
to enriching the literature and human developments.
This Travelogue, “A Passage to India,” is one of the best
English Travelogue novels at the beginning of the
twentieth century written by E.M. Forster in 1924 and
considered one of the author's finest work.

The Importance of this Arabic translation lies

* Guest Faculty Arabic Department Efl University, Hyderabad
Email Id: aadilphdarabic18@efluniversity.ac.in
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result there are difference of communal thinking and
communal violence. She explained other factors also.
She pointed out characteristics of Gandhi, Nehru and
Jinnah.16 As a mature journalist her observations
were very minute, philosophical and had a thoughtful
Political base. Sometime she tried to consider the
things in the light of Quranic teachings. Her
observations reflect that she identified everything on
the basis of vast knowledge of world history, social
and Political ideology. As a great writer her analysis
was neutral, impartial, and objective. Her broad
information’s regarding all aspect of life and society
gave her observations immense value. Her rhetoric
Language and beautiful style made the work of
reminiscence in Arabic literature.

Reference:
1. Information regarding biography of Ameena-al-
Sayeed is taken from different sources including
Internet, such as website: http://ar.m.wikipedia.org/
2. Ameena -al-Sayeed — Mushahadaat-fi-Al-Hind,
published by Daar-al-Ma’arif — Egypt — 1946, page-
54
3. Ibid page - 4
. Ibid page —9to 14
. Ibid page — 16 to 17
. Ibid page — 18 to 21
. Ibid page — 21 to 28
. Ibid page — 29 to 41

. Ibid page — 41 to 44

10. Ibid page — 45 to 54
33
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commonly.

This was a very important problem of India that
two million people in Bengal starved to death. This
was a horrible situation which was discussed in the
conference and by the prominent journalist as well as
the countries who participated in the conference.
India is a country of dissimilarities and distinctions.
On one hand there were very rich people in large
number and on other hand there was starvation,
deprivation and poverty in great part of the Indian
society. Ninety percent of the Indians took food only
one time in a day and in contrary to that rich people
lived in a lavish life style.14

She wrote elaborately about natural resources of
India and its geographical distinctions. She mentioned
about the growth of Agriculture, importance of
climate, electricity, animals, its utility, mines and
minerals, forests and rains, which are natural gifts in
India. She says there is possibility of development,
but it can be attained only after the independence of
the country.15

At last, she observed the Indians struggle for
Independence and communal violences which
occurred in the Country. She tried to know reasons of
differences between Hindus and Muslims. Ignorance
and illiteracy were the basic reasons according to her.
It is a fact as we see differences between the states of
South and North due to education and literacy. As a
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the life of Indian Muslim etc. She has observed
everything minutely. She witnessed Indian Muslim
community socially, politically educationally and
economically. Backwardness was the reason of
illiteracy. She examined the things in the light of the
Quranic teachings. She very deeply studied
movement of freedom in India as it was a burning
issue of India and Political awakening in the Country.
She also threw light on educational institutions and
pointed out that 93% of the people were illiterateat
that time. Freedom movement of India has been
elaborately discussed in the travelogue.12

After that she visited Delhi and New Delhi. She
used literary Language and philosophical thoughts in
description of Delhi, and its geographical value,
historical events, political importance and beautiful
look. She narrated the history of Delhi from the early
ages of Chandra Gupta (380 A.D.) to the British age
of 20th century. She mentioned the names of all
important rulers and their achievements. New Delhi
was established by English people in 1130 AD. She
was impressed by architecture, buildings and
monuments of Delhi and its surroundings.13

She specially described about poverty and
beggars in India. It was her impression that
deprivation, starvation and straight-faced was
common on the faces of Indian people. Poverty was
the sign of India. It was not only the sign of beggars
but it was found in labours and working class

31



India in Modern Arabic Travelogues

Sweden and Lebanon who arrived to participate in the
conference. It became clear that second world ruined
the nations and tarnished humanity. There was a need
for universal peace process. The gathering was for
this purpose. In the program, she found that all
political, economic and social problems of India as
well as its women's affairs would be discussed in the
seminar. After getting this information, she felt that
her job became easy. There was confusion about
Palestine cause among Hindus and others, as it was a
religious matter. In fact, it was not a religious matter.
She presented the facts of Palestine justifying the real
issue that Jews with the help of some countries
snatched the rights of Arabs. Her presentation was
very clear and strong. Her paper was published
worldwide in the journals. Hindus and others were
convinced with her arguments. In the conference
thirty-six (36) resolutions were passed. Among them
there was a resolution regarding the issue of Palestine
which was sent to great countries of Arab league and
United Nations organization. All resolutions cannot
be mentioned here. Freedom of small countries,
problem of Hindu widows, sati, child marriage and
issues were in the resolutions of conferences.11

She has discussed a lot of things about woman in
general, Indian Woman, Muslim woman in India,
communal violence, Muslim’s position in India, their
education, education of Muslim woman in India,
social and cultural values in Hindu and Muslim
society, limitation of Islam with prayer and fasting in
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time. She felt that the city was very dirty. According
to her she did not drink water as it was not clean and
in summer, they used hot water. The conference was
organized in the unclean city, as the states were given
the responsibility to organize the conference and bear
all expenses. It was the time for Sindh and its capital
city Hyderabad to organize the conference and it was
an unclean city. Honorable people of the city made
the delegates their guests in their houses. With due
respect they offered hospitality. Every delegate took
breakfast with the host. Dinner and lunch were
provided at the place of conference. She described
items of food and tradition of taking food sitting on
the ground. She pointed out the traditions of Hindu
families-leaving the shoes outside the door and use of
leaves in place of utensils. She specially mentioned
about chewing of “pan”. Indians of all religions eat
with hands, do not use European style. She has
described about saree. She found it a beautiful dress,
but not for every occasion such as travelling and also
at workplaces. She traced decoration of houses and
beauty of “Paris Road where the conference was
organized.10

She visited Hyderabad to participate in Indian
Women’s Conference, but she had neither
information regarding its aims and objectives nor any
information regarding affairs and position of Indian
Women in politics and in society. She became very
astonished, when, she found number of delegates
from America, England, New Zealand, Australia,

29



India in Modern Arabic Travelogues

being is cheaper than animal. As communal violence
and bloodshed was common. She discussed other
religions - Shia, Sikh, Buddhism, Hindu sects, their
languages, cultures and traditions.8

After six days of stay at Karachi, she and other
delegates left for Hyderabad (Sind) by train. After
seven-hour journey she arrived at the destination. She
became thirsty in the journey, regarding this there is a
long narration. At last, she wrote in page no.44 that
initially -fanaticism and communalism came from
Hindus.9

At the Hyderabad railway station, organizers of
the conference who met them at Karachi were
present. Distinguished people were waiting for them.
When they got down from the train, everybody
wanted to be the host of the delegates during the
conference and they were presenting their best
hospitality and services. She became the guest of a
Hindu family who do not eat meat. The person, whose
mother was a vegetarian, took help from his neighbor
in boiling eggs for her breakfast every morning.
Hospitality was commendable but she gave an
impression that the city was not hygienic, although
the city had big well-furnished bungalows with
enchanting decorations.

Generally, inhabitants of Hyderabad were
business men and merchants who lived at Bombay.
They visited their home towns for a short period of
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distinctive feature of the travelogue. Sometime, we
also find romantic description in it.

She started writing the travelogue with beautiful
description of climate and atmosphere of Cairo and
Cairo airport as it was night when she boarded the
flight. She travelled alone out of the Arab world
where she had travelled many times, but this time she
felt fear and hope, sorrow and joy, a mixed and
psychological sensitivity.4 Her flight arrived in
Tehran (Iran) via Palestine, Irag, Bahrain and from
Tehran to Karachi it took two days.5 She got tired but
enjoyed the journey. She mentioned in detail about
her journey, cooperative behavior of people and dark
night of Karachi airport.6

Organizers of the conference provided the name
of the hotel and its address. Any how she managed to
reach the hotel. She described the hours of early
morning in Karachi. She spoke about culture and life
of Karachi as it was during those days. Life of
different classes of society and the sea shore which
she observed minutely.7

She presented a picture of Hinduism, Hindu worship
places, worship of animals like cow, snake, monkey,
etc. Hindu society and their behavior with Muslims.
Communalism was more among common Hindus
compared to educated and cultured Hindus.

She wrote on page no. 37 that blood of human
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result, she was threatened to be killed, but she used
her only weapon, the pen. She wrote till she breathed
her last in 1995.1 She wrote a number of books in her
life among them are:

esasll lelsn 4 Al a50e 3 Gkl ATD
(Kﬂ\}))fdmh ew\gc);}_l

The Egyptian journalist traveled from Cairo to
India (Karachi) by Air in 1945 to attend a conference.
This journey was made by her on the invitation of a
women’s organization to participate in a Conference
held at Hyderabad (Sind) that is now in Pakistan.2
She compiled her observations and wrote a travelogue
entitle "xgl A Slalia”, It was published by Daarul
Maarif Cairo in 1946.3 In fact, it is a beautiful literary
text. Its language and style are very attractive,
pleasing, adorable, fancy, embellished, sometime
decorative and coined with beauty of rhetoric. She
observed minutely everything of life and culture in
Indian society. She depicted the facts what she
observed, but her thinking and imagination made the
travelogue fantastic, imaginative, artistic, creative,
fictional, mythological, unusual and innovative.
Beauty and essence of the text cannot be translated in
these pages. The text of the travelogue is so
marvelous, anybody can get its real sweetness and
qualitative taste in its original approach only. In the
text facts have not gone behind the scenes but the
imagination and aesthetic approach made the scene
imaginative and beautiful. Artistic beauty is the core
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Ameen Zaidan started the magazine “Hawwa” in
1954, Ameena was given responsibility of Chief
Editor of the magazine. For her editorials, articles and
editing, the circulation of the magazine reached the
figure of 175,000. After Fikri Abaza ( Ll S8
Ameena became the chief of editorial board of “Dar-
al-Hilal (&) L)2). She was the first Egyptian woman
who was selected as a member of the association of
the journalists, and secretary of the association in
1959. In 1963 She was bestowed order of merit with
first position. In 1970 she was awarded the national
medal of Egypt. In1975 she was honoured with
(Y S <1y gold medal and she was rewarded with
the merit of Arts and Literature. As a journalist her
recognition was for her particular column sl (Is
aluni) (Ask me/Enquire me) in the magazine (L<<l)).
In this column she discussed all kinds of thoughts and
ideas and responded to the views of the readers and
their problems. Among them there were all sects of
the society. It gave her respect, courage and dignity
among the people and the nation.

In her writings Ameena wrote regarding
beautification, cooking and other important topics
related to women and their life. Ameena al Sayeed
spent her life for the development of the Egyptian
Society. She tried her best to change the society
according to her thought and ideas through her
writings. As a feminist writer she wrote for freedom
of women and right of women, as well as equality in
Egyptian society. She was a hard-core feminist. As a
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Ameena al Sayeed and her Travelogue
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Ameena -al -Sayeed a revolutionary Egyptian
thinker, writer, novelist and a champion of feminist
movement in the Arab world was born on 10" May
1910, and according to some writers it is on 20" June
1914 in Egypt. She passed her early days of her life in
Asyut. At that time women’s freedom movement led
by Huda Sharawi and Darya Shafique was at peak. At
the age of fourteen years Ameena joined the women’s
Union. In the University of Fawad-al- Awwal, under
the Deanship of Dr Taha Husain, first batch of girls
were admitted in 1930. Amena - al- Sayeed was also a
student and a part of that batch. She adopted English
Language and literature as the main subject at
graduation level. She completed her study
successfully and obtained the degree of graduation in
1935. During her study in the University, she started
writing articles in different magazine and she became
an outstanding journalist. She was considered the first
woman journalist in Egypt. In 1937 she got married to
Abdullah Zainul Abedin who encouraged her to work
as a journalist in the profession of Journalism. When

* Associate Professor, Department of Arabic, Villa Marie College
for Women Hyderabad.
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inspiration for literary works reflecting on universal
themes of identity, modernization and freedom across
the colonized world in that turbulent era.

This proliferation of diverse Indian-inspired
travel literature was facilitated by early 19th century
technological breakthroughs like steamships and the
Suez Canal which enabled an unprecedented boom in
mobility and exchange never seen before across vast
distances separating Arabic and Indian lands. Economic
integration of maritime trade routes and flows of peoples
within the paradoxically repressive yet interconnected
British  imperial ~system also  fostered these
transformative encounters.

In examining this rich cross-pollination of Arabic
and Indian literary arts in the modern period, we find a
powerful demonstration of travel's capacity to shatter
insular prejudices and spark cross-cultural respect and
curiosity between civilizations. The perspectives once
shaped by tales of an exotic, unchanging "East" gave
way to engaged portrayals of an Indian society brimming
with complexities that demanded to be understood on its
own merits by the Arab world. This invaluable
reconciliation between peoples fostered by the fearless
zeal of Arab travelers from the age of sail to steam
marked an indispensable milestone in facilitating
civilization dialogue and cultural confluence that
transcended the limitations of colonialism.
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once extraordinarily rare became almost ordinary as
steamships conveyed people across Delhi, Cairo,
Bombay and Beirut within the vast arc of colonial
domains spanning Asia and Africa. The literature born
from these newly mobile 19th/20th century Arab
observers experiencing India first-hand proved
revelatory in transforming perspectives and cultures
back home.

Conclusion

Through their pioneering and influential travel
accounts, Arab voyagers to British India in the 19th and
20th centuries left an indelible impact on how the Indian
subcontinent was understood and portrayed within
Arabic literature and culture. Whereas earlier medieval
Arabic texts presented caricatured, romanticized visions
of a mystical Indian realm of fables and oddities, these
modern travel writers used evolving literary genres like
the rihla adabiyya, rihla al-wusul and rihla siyasiya to
convey richly-detailed, nuanced and often contradictory
first-hand depictions of Indian society, culture,
spirituality and the profound upheavals of a nation
struggling for independence amidst colonialism.

Beyond just ethnographic travelogues
themselves, their eyewitness chronicles of India's
complexities and spirit of resistance against subjugation
went on to catalyze creative Arabic novels, poetry and
plays deeply influenced by the Indian experience and
nationalistic zeitgeist. The subcontinent provided fertile
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confluence left an indelible impact on Arab writers like
Aziz Ali chronicling the revered Islamic holy sites
across the subcontinent (Aziz Ali, 2008).

However, beyond just facilitating permitted
travel, the British colonial enterprise also directly
spurred journeys by Arab voices of dissent seeking
refuge from imperial persecution. Indian cities like
Bombay became havens for anti-colonial Arab activists,
intellectuals and journalists fleeing repressive regimes
back home who could publish dissenting materials safely
under the British raj's somewhat more open policies
compared to other European colonies (Luwish, 2010).
This fostered greater critical literature examining India
as a nexus of subjugation and resistance.

At the same time, commerce between British
India and Arabic-speaking realms under Ottoman,
European or autonomous rule flourished in an
interconnected age of empires. Arab merchant diasporas
took root in major Indian cities like Bombay, facilitating
cultural exchange and travel narratives (Naji, 2018).
Despite colonialism's repressive dynamics, its capitalist
integration catalyzed channels of mobility, encounter
and complex dynamics reflected in the literary works
that emerged.

This confluence of technological, political and
economic currents adjunct to the age of Western
imperialism created a perfect storm facilitating
unprecedented Arab-Indian interchange. Travel that was
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Within the Indian subcontinent itself, the feverish
expansion of railroads, roads and infrastructure by the
British Raj in its colony helped facilitate overland travel
and accessibility for Arab visitors once they arrived at
port cities like Bombay (Khalidi, 2006). Rather than
remaining confined to coastal areas, technologies
allowed wider exploration of the interior reaches.

Beyond just advances in  transportation
technology, the political and economic dynamics
between Arab lands and British-ruled India in the
19th/20th centuries also fostered increased travel and
cross-cultural interaction. As Western imperial powers
extended their grip across the Middle East and South
Asia, novel movements of students, expatriates,
diplomats and merchants followed the currents of
colonialism.

For Arab intellectuals under strict European
oversight at home, India represented an intriguing
outpost where they could study with greater freedom at
institutions like Aligarh University while still residing in
lands under the British sphere of influence (Newman,
2004). The Egyptian scholar Tahtawi's famed journey
was one such example of these sanctioned scholastic
excursions.

Likewise, Indian Sufi spiritual travelers and
Islamic clerics could make long-desired pilgrimages to
study or proselytize in Arab lands with British India’s sea
lanes safeguarding their mobility. This spiritual
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the Arab intellectual stage.

Historical Factors Enabling Increased Indo-Arab
Travel

Several key geopolitical and technological
factors in the 19th and early 20th centuries enabled
increased mobility and exchange between the Arab lands
and Indian subcontinent, facilitating the sea of travel
literature that emerged during this period. These
developments opened a gateway for Arab writers and
thinkers to directly encounter India in ways their
medieval predecessors could scarcely have imagined.

Arguably the most pivotal breakthrough was the
introduction of safe, efficient steamship travel in the
1800s replacing traditional wind-powered dhow vessels
(Luwish, 2010). Steamers traversing routes across the
Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea catalyzed a boom in
mobility between Arabic-speaking lands and British
India as travel times and costs plummeted. Journey
durations that may have taken months could now be
accomplished in days or weeks.

The construction of the Suez Canal in 1869
revolutionized sea travel between the Mediterranean and
Indian Ocean by drastically shortening the route and
bypassing having to circle the southern tip of Africa
(Naji, 2018). What was once an arduous voyage could
now be undertaken far more swiftly and safely,
incentivizing greater traffic. Arabic and Indian maritime
networks proliferated.

18



India in Modern Arabic Travelogues

through his relationships with Indian independence
activists campaigning against colonial rule (Mahfouz,
1985). The work illustrates how tales of India's struggle
resonated powerfully with Arab writers and catalyzed
their own anti-imperial sentiments.

Indian independence leader Mahatma Gandhi and
his non-violent resistance movement emerged as a major
symbolic figure for colonized people worldwide in this
era. Egyptian playwright Tawfiq Al-Hakim captured this
spirit in his 1952 poignant satirical drama The Sultan's
Dilemma, portraying an allegorical Indian sultan
weighing whether to violently resist British subjugation
or follow a pacifist path to self-rule (Al-Hakim, 1973).
First staged in Cairo, the play used the Indian setting and
circumstances as an accessible lens to explore the
tensions between nationalism, modernization and violent
resistance coursing through the contemporary Arab
world as it sought to break free from European powers.

The impact of Arab travelers and writers
exposing Indian culture in the 19th and 20th centuries
went beyond just expanding knowledge. It catalyzed
new acknowledgment of the sub continental nation's
complex history and its influential role in shaping the
age's socio-political currents. Creative artists wove
Indian protagonists and settings into novels, plays and
poetry grappling with universal themes of freedom,
identity and the intricacies of East-West interactions in
this era. Travel may have opened the door, but India's
voice and civilizational presence had firmly arrived on
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dimensional stereotypes. Their works highlighted both
the glories of its ancient civilizations and troubling
social divides, the richness of its pluralistic fabric yet
threats of cultural assimilation, and the valiant
independence struggles against colonial oppression
tempered by concerns over rising nationalistic fervors.

This nuanced portrayal of India as a land of
potent dichotomies marked a transition from simplistic
imaginings of the past. It forced Arab audiences to
recognize the Indian subcontinent's importance on the
global stage and grapple with its multifaceted realities.
The travel literature illuminated the region's dynamism
and ensured it would no longer be depicted through an
outdated, orientalist lens.

Expansion of Indian Influence into Arabic Creative
Works

Beyond just travelogues and scholarly texts, the
seminal Arabic literary encounter with 19th/20th century
India extended into creative fiction, poetry and drama as
well. The indelible impact and intriguing contradictions
of the subcontinent witnessed firsthand by the litany of
travelers  inspired  artistic  interpretations  and
examinations across genres.

Perhaps the most famous example is Egyptian
novelist Naguib Mahfouz's 1947 work The Beginning
and The End. Though Mahfouz himself never traveled to
India, the novel charts the political and philosophical
awakening of an Egyptian student in 1930s British India
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defying Islamic notions of equality. Hindu rituals and
festivals he encountered were frequently dismissed as
"idolatrous” superstitions unbecoming of an advanced
culture (Newman, 2004).

In contrast, al-Saffar's Travels expressed
awestruck reverence at the majestic Hindu temples and
sacred rituals like open-air cremations along the Ganges
river he witnessed firsthand. He waxed poetic about the
variety of cultures, customs and religions peacefully
coexisting across the subcontinent's expanses (Naji,
2018). Yet al-Saffar was also deeply critical of British
colonial taxation policies impoverishing Indian
communities and racist mistreatment of locals he
observed repeatedly.

Writers like Aziz Ali in turn conveyed an
alternative vision of the subcontinent as an unparalleled
bastion and holy land of Islam, given its cherished sites
like the Prophet Muhammad's ancestral home and sacred
Sufi shrines dotting the countryside that drew pilgrims
across the Muslim world (Aziz Ali, 2008). However, he
also expressed concern that India's pluralistic traditions
and Hindu cultural influences posed a dilution of Islamic
precepts and risked leading Muslims astray from the true
path.

Despite the varying perspectives colored by their
own lenses, the Arab travel chroniclers of 19th/20th
century India did collectively present the region as a
complex tapestry of contradictions that defied one-
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racial discrimination and repressive policies they
witnessed the Indian people suffering under British
imperial rule (Luwish, 2010). The evocative, eye-witness
perspectives of these works aroused sympathy and
further stoked Arab resentments against Western
colonialism in that era.

These evolving literary forms allowed Arab
writers to transcend the medieval tales of an India filled
with oddities and riches, instead using the reality of their
own travels to reveal a complex, changing reality
unfolding in the Indian subcontinent. Published across
Arabic newspapers and books, the travel accounts
resonated with audiences and opened new windows into
India unlike had existed before.

Portrayals of India in Travel Account

While offering revelations about real Indian
society for Arab readers, the realm that emerged from
these 19th/20th century travelogues was still one of
diverse, contrasting images colored by each author's
vantage point. The portraits of India varied, though
collective threads did coalesce.

As aforementioned, Tahtawi depicted a
conflicted image of India as an ancient cradle of
civilization like Egypt, expressing admiration for
institutions reviving Islamic education like Aligarh
University that catalyzed the awakening of Muslim
society. However, he also decried social ills like the
Hindu caste system he witnessed, denouncing it as
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pioneering 19th and 20th century Arab travel writers
developed new literary genres and styles distinct from
the standard medieval rihla tradition. While the rihla
presented more folkloric, romanticized visions of the
Indian subcontinent filled with marvels and curiosities,
later works adopted more modern, journalistic and
ethnographic approaches (Luwish, 2010).

The Egyptian scholar Tahtawi is considered a
pioneer of the rihla adabiyya or "educational journey"
genre of travel literature. His Extraction of Gold
showcased this style combining the journey narrative
with social commentary analyzing various aspects of
Indian society, whether praising or critiquing elements
he observed. This genre allowed the work to serve a
didactic purpose in raising awareness while still being
based on the author's travels (Newman, 2004).

Spiritual seekers like Aziz Ali contributed to the
rise of the rihla al-wusul or "journey of arrival”, where
the work focused on the personal, soul-enriching
experience of the traveler reaching holy sites and shrines
across India's ancient Islamic lands (Khalidi, 2006).
These deeply personal accounts appealed to audiences
reconnecting with their faith's roots in the subcontinent.

Perhaps most significantly given the wave of
anti-colonial, nationalist sentiment spreading through the
Arabic world, a new rihla siyasiya or "political journey"
genre also materialized. Writers could use the travel
narrative framework to expose and denounce injustices,
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discrimination and social ills (Naji, 2018). Al-Saffar's
influential work is credited with helping fuel fascination
in Morocco and beyond with the distant, complex Indian
civilization.

Other key 20th century Arab figures who left
their mark included the prominent Syrian writer Jurji
Zaydan, who published a studied account in 1908 of his
extensive travels investigating Islamic heritage,
education and spiritual practices across the subcontinent.
In the 1940s, the Egyptian Sufi scholar and spiritual
guide Shaikh Muhammad Aziz Ali authored the widely-
read spiritual memoir Safarnama, recounting his
experiences trekking across India to visit holy Sufi
shrines and Islamic sites (Aziz Ali, 2008). Both works
offered revelatory windows into India's Islamic
traditions for audiences back home during a period of
rising anti-colonial, nationalist sentiment.

While each traveler expressed differing
perspectives colored by their own experiences and
backgrounds, their singular accounts provided revelatory
depictions of Indian society, cultures and colonial
realities that collectively shifted Arab understanding of
the importance of the subcontinental nation and its
people. No longer could India be simply stereotyped as a
fantastical, static realm.

New Arabic Travel Narrative Genres on India
In reflecting the transition from romantic tales to
more clear-eyed, analytical accounts of India, these
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Influential Arab Travelers to India

Several influential and pioneering Arab travelers,
intellectuals and scholars made the enlightening voyage
to India in the 19th and 20th centuries, penning seminal
travelogues about their eye-opening experiences in the
subcontinent that shaped new perceptions in the Arab
world. Key figures include:

The Egyptian Muslim reformist Rifa'a al-
Tahtawi, considered a father of the modern Arabic
Renaissance, visited India in the 1830s while being
monitored by British colonial overseers wary of his
progressive ideas. In his groundbreaking work The
Extraction of Gold (or An Imam in Paris), Tahtawi
recorded his observations critiquing ills in Indian society
he witnessed like the caste system, Hindu idolatry and
corruption, while also praising pioneering institutions
like Aligarh University that were reviving Islamic
society (Newman, 2004). The book proved highly
influential in shaping views on Indian society and
fueling Egypt's 19th century awakening.

In the latter 1800s, the Moroccan adventurer and
author Muhammad al-Saffar documented his extensive
travels across India in his acclaimed chronicle Travels of
al-Saffar to India, first published in 1874. With a keen
ethnographer's eye, al-Saffar vividly portrayed the
sights, cultures and religions he encountered, expressing
awestruck admiration at Hindu rituals and temples as
much as he lamented the sufferings imposed on Indians
by burdensome British taxation policies, racial
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journalists, officials, students and spiritual seekers
encountered India under British colonial rule, they
returned home with eye-opening experiences that shaped
new perspectives on the subcontinent. Their chronicles
both fueled debate within Arab circles regarding
colonialism, social reform and India's place in the world,
while also serving as inspiration for new literary works
across genres. This cross-pollination between Indian and
Arab cultures catalyzed by travel literature represented
an invaluable exchange between civilizations.

Contrasts to Medieval Arabic Literature on India

The 19th and 20th century Arabic travel
narratives presented a stark contrast to the romanticized,
mythical portrayal of India that had dominated works
from earlier eras. Whereas medieval texts like The
Travels of Ibn Battuta or The Wonders of India
presented the subcontinent a fabled, mystical land of
riches and oddities meant to entertain audiences, the
modern accounts shed light on India's realities as a
complex, pluralistic society seeking independence from
colonial rule (Luwish, 2010).

The transition from the rihla heritage of Arabic
travel writing focused on marvels to one of ethnographic
study, political commentary and personal journey is
reflected in the evolving genres and styles of works
emerging from India-bound Arab voyagers in this time
period.
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and far-reaching influence of Indian culture and history
on global literary movements. It offers an opportunity to
examine India’s image through the eyes of Arab
travelers and writers, adding a unique dimension to the
understanding of India’s place in the world’s literary
landscape.

Keywords: Arab travel literature, India, 19th century,
20th century, Modern Arabic literature, cross-cultural
exchange.

Introduction

For centuries, India has captured the imagination
of explorers and writers around the world... These early
travelers left accounts of Indian marvels and curiosities
that entered the Arabic literary canon.

In the 19th and 20th centuries, several factors led
to a renewed Arab fascination with India. Advances in
steamship travel, the opening of the Suez Canal
providing faster sea routes, increased commerce between
Arabic lands and British India under colonial rule, and
growing Arab nationalist sentiments towards the end of
World War | all facilitated and motivated an influx of
Arab visitors to the Indian subcontinent during this
period (Khalidi, 2006; Naji, 2018). Travel from the Arab
world to India was no longer the arduous endeavor it
once was.

These modern voyages left a profound mark on
Arabic culture and literature. When Arab intellectuals,
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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the profound influence of
Arab travelers to India during the 19th and 20th
centuries on shaping modern Arabic literature. It
analyzes key travel accounts and their role in developing
new Arabic literary genres focused on India, changing
Arab perceptions, and inspiring creative works. It also
looks at that way in which new travel narrative genres
portrayed India for Arab audiences, and impacting
modern Arabic literature. Additionally, the paper
explores how these travel narratives fostered a greater
appreciation for Indian culture within the Arab world.
The study highlights the ways in which these literary
encounters helped shape the notion of cross-cultural
exchange. The study also highlights a largely unexplored
perspective on India’s cultural reach. For students and
teachers of literature in India, it demonstrates the diverse
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He also expressed his profound trust in the Department
of Arabic, MANUU and its faculty members, as well as
their skills in the Arabic language and their ability to
convey their research and literary contributions to the
Arab world.

| am deeply grateful to Professor Syed Aleem Ashraf
Jaisi, Head, Department of Arabic, for his supervision
and valuable advice during the preparation of this book,
as he was a key reason for bringing this book to light.

| am thankful to my colleagues - Dr. Javed Nadeem
Nadvi, Dr. Saeed Bin Makhashin, Dr. Sameena Kausar
(Tabish), Dr. Muhammad Sharfe Alam, Dr. Talha
Farhan, Dr. Muhammad Shamsuddin, and Dr. Asif
Laique - for their assistance and cooperation in this
endeavor; may God reward them well.

We have invested a significant effort in collecting,
composing, and reviewing the articles of the book, and
we have faced innumerable challenges in the process of
publishing them. “My support is only from Allah; I rely
upon Him only and towards only Him do I turn.” (11:88

Quran)

27" October 2024

Dr. Mohammed Shakir Raza

Asst. Professor, Dept. of Arabic
Maulana Azad National Urdu University
Hyderabad-500032
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with the hope that it will stimulate further interest among
scholars and enthusiastic general readers, in a world
riven by ethnocentrism and bigotry, we hope the fresh
air of the travelogues will manifest as “winds of
change”, as the expression goes. We decided to publish
this book that discusses India and modern Arabic
travelogues.

This is a contribution from the Department of Arabic of
Maulana Azad National Urdu University in Hyderabad,
to Arabic language and literature. 1 hope this work
serves, as | said above, as a useful contribution to the
field of Indo-Arab studies and proves beneficial for
students and researchers, igniting their passion for Indo-
Arab studies.

| welcome feedback from scholars and readers, and hope
that the book appeals to the “business and bosoms” of
the readers.

We thank all the professors and researchers who
contributed their valuable research articles to this book.

We are highly grateful to Professor Syed Ain-ul-Hasan,
the honorable Vice-Chancellor of Maulana Azad
National Urdu University Hyderabad, who encouraged
us to undertake this work, and expressed his joy and
satisfaction with the book. He also contributed by
writing a preface for this book, in which he introduced
the book, discussed its importance, and urged readers to
read and evaluate it based on their insightful opinions.
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Understanding".

In their research articles, the authors have reviewed the
modern Arabic travelogues on India, discussing their
distinctive characteristics, unique flavours, and deep
impressions the country made up on them. The
contributors have highlighted the Arab travellers'
perspectives on modern India and their ways of
discussing its history, civilization, and culture. They also
shed light on Arab travellers™ depiction of Indian cities,
its architecture, people, customs, rituals, religions, food,
clothing, tastes, celebrations, joys, and sorrows, and
whatever they observed through their eyes and captured
through their lenses. These travellers come from various
Arab countries, including the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the Republic of Irag, the Syrian Arab Republic, the Arab
Republic of Egypt, the State of Libya, the State of
Kuwait, and others.

The book you have in your hands, "India in Modern
Arabic Travelogues” highlights the role of Arab
travellers in discovering modern India and provides an
opportunity for researchers to gain a modern and
contemporary insight into a fascinating genre the
popularity and influence of which are growing at most
amazing speed, and in many directions. We searched
extensively for works done in India pertaining to India in
modern Arabic travelogues but found only a few
inadequate articles scattered across some Arab
magazines that do not meet the needs of serious
scholarship. This book is an attempt to fill this lacuna
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By Editor
About the Book

India is a vast country inhabited by hundreds of millions
of people. It is not only a land of wonders and curiosities
but is also the essence of all worlds-a microcosm of
creation itself- a compendium of all historical eras, and
a true record of the currents of time that civilization has
experienced from time immemorial to the modern, and
the contemporary. This has drawn the attention of
scholars, tourists, artists, and poets from both East and
West, igniting in them a desire to explore. They have
mentioned India in their works and conveyed its image
from their perspectives, in both Arabic and Western
languages. Arab and Muslim tourists have also not
lagged behind in this exploration, as seen in the works of
travellers like Al-Mas'udi, Al-Biruni, and Ibn Battuta.
Their path has been followed by those who came after
them, and this blessed journey continues into our time
and, I hope, it will persist into the future.

| am pleased to present to you this book, which contains
research articles written by esteemed professors and
distinguished  researchers  from  various Indian
universities. This book is, in fact, a collection of research
articles presented at the National Seminar organized by
the Department of Arabic at the Maulana Azad National
Urdu University in Hyderabad, India, from March 6 and
7, 2024, under the theme "Arab Travelogues to India in
19th and 20th Centuries: Artistic Depiction and Cultural
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