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English 

 

I. Climate change is considered to be one of the most serious threats to sustainable 

development, with adverse impact on the environment, human health, food security, 

economic activity, natural resources and physical infrastructure. According to the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the effects of climate change have 

already been observed, and scientific findings indicate that precautionary and prompt action 

is necessary. Vulnerability to climate change is not just a function of geography or 

dependence on natural resources; it also has social, economic and political dimensions which 

influence how climate change affects different groups. Poor people rarely have insurance to 

cover loss of property due to natural calamines i.e. drought, floods, super cyclones etc. The 

poor communities are already struggling to cope with the existing challenges of poverty and 

climate variability and climate change could push many beyond their ability to cope or even 

survive. It is vital that these communities are helped to adapt to the changing dynamics of 

nature. Adaptation is a process through which societies make themselves better able to cope 

with an uncertain future. Adapting to climate change entails taking the right measures to 

reduce the negative effect of climate change (or exploit the positive ones) by making the 

appropriate adjustments and changes. These range from technological options such as 

increased sea defences or flood proof houses on stilts to behavioural change at the individual 

level, such as reducing water use in times of drought. Other strategies include early warning 

systems for extreme events, better water management, improved risk management, various 

insurance options and biodiversity conservation. Because of the speed at which climate 

change is happening due to global temperature rise, it is urgent that the vulnerability of 

developing countries to climate change is reduced and their capacity to adapt is increased and 

national adaptation plans are implemented. Communities must build their resilience, 

including adopting appropriate technologies while making the most of traditional knowledge, 

and diversifying their livelihoods to cope with current and future climate stress. Local coping 

strategies and knowledge need to be used in synergy with government and localinterventions. 

The need of adaptation interventions depends on national circumstances. There is a large 

body of knowledge and experience within local communities on coping with climatic 

variability and extreme weather events. Local communities have always aimed to adapt to 

variations in their climate. Local coping strategies are an important element of planning for 

adaptation. Traditional knowledge can help to provide efficient, appropriate and time tested 

ways of advising and enabling adaptation to climate change in communities who are feeling 

the effects of climate changes due to global warming. 
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1. To address the challenge of Climate Change, Developing countries urgently require: 

(A) Implementation of National Adaptation Plans (B) Adoption of short term plans 

(C) Adoption of technological solutions  (D) Imposition of Climate Change tax 

 

2. Given below are the factors of vulnerability of poor people to climate changes. Select the 

option that contains the correct answer. 

(1) Their dependence on natural resources 

(2) Geographical attributes 

(3) Lack of financial resources 

(4) Lack of Traditional knowledge 

Codes: 

(A) (2), (3) and (4)     (B) (1), (2), (3) and (4) 

(C) (3) only      (D) (1), (2) and (3) 

 

3. Which of the following is against the idea portrayed in the passage? 

(A) Co-ordination between regional and national efforts is necessary. 

(B) The process of Adaptation to climate change does not take into account the factor of 

prevailing national circumstances. 

(C) Social dimensions of climate change also need to be appreciated. 

(D) Combining Traditional Knowledge with appropriate technology is the need of the hour. 

 

4. The Traditional Knowledge should be used through 

(A) Improvement in national circumstances 

(B) Synergy between Government and local interventions 

(C) Imposition of Climate Change Tax. 

(D) Its dissemination 

 

5. What is the meaning of the word Resilience‘occurring in the passage? 

(A) Toughness      (B) Fragility 

(C) Flexibility      (D) Vulnerability 

 

 

II. The snow was falling, and the Cat's fur was stiffly pointed with it, but he was 

imperturbable. He sat crouched, ready for the death-spring, as he had sat for hours. It was 

night but that made no difference, all times were as one to the Cat when he was in wait for 

prey. Then, too, he was under no constraint of human will, for he was living alone that 

winter. Nowhere in the world was any voice calling him; on no hearth was there a waiting 

dish. He was quite free except for his own desires, which tyrannized over him when 

unsatisfied as now. The Cat was very hungry almost famished, in fact. For days the weather 

had been very bitter...and the Cat's long hunt had availed him nothing. But he waited with the 

inconceivable patience and persistency of his race; besides, he was certain. The Cat was a 

creature of absolute convictions, and his faith in his deductions never wavered. The rabbit 

had gone in there between those low-hung pine boughs. The Cat had seen her enter...so he sat 

down and waited, and he waited still in the white night, listening angrily to the north wind 
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starting in the upper heights of the mountains with distant screams, then swelling into an 

awful crescendo of rage, and swooping down with furious white wings of snow like a flock 

of fierce eagles into the valleys and ravines. The Cat was on the side of a mountain, on a 

wooded terrace. Above him, a few feet away towered the rock ascent as steep as the wall of a 

cathedral. He had often looked with wonder at the rock, and miauled bitterly and resentfully 

as man does in the face of a forbidding Providence. At his left was the sheer precipice. 

Behind him...was the frozen perpendicular wall of a mountain stream. Before him was the 

way to his home. When the rabbit came out she was trapped; her little cloven feet could not 

scale such unbroken steeps. So the Cat waited. The tangle of trees and bushes clinging to the 

mountain-side with a stern clutch of roots, the prostrate trunks and branches, the vines 

embracing everything with strong knots and coils of growth, had a curious effect, as of things 

which had whirled for ages in a current of raging water, only it was not water, but 

wind,which had disposed everything in circling lines of yielding to its fiercest points of onset. 

It was as if ice needles pricked his skin through his beautiful thick fur, but he never faltered 

and never once cried. He had nothing to gain from crying, and everything to lose; the rabbit 

would hear him cry and know he was waiting.[Excerpts from a Short story, „The Cat‟ by 

Mary E. Wilkins Freeman] 

 

6. Which of the following suggests a synonymous meaning to the words Providence‘and 

 Crescendo‘respectively? 

(A) Nemesis, Apex     (B) Zenith, Nadir 

(C) Laxity, Prudence     (D) Short-sightedness, Upsurge 

 

7. The passage has been adorned with numerous figure of speeches. Which of the following 

combinations is correct? 

(A) Irony and Sarcasm    (B) Alliteration and Pun 

(C) Simile and Personification   (D) Metaphor and Onomatopoeia 

 

8. The passage best demonstrates which one of the following motifs of Cat‘s Life? 

(A) To satisfy the pangs of hunger   (B) To survive the harsh winters 

(C) A never ending wait    (D) To hunt for Rabbit 

 

9. The Author‘s description of ―...he was under no constraint of human will, for he was 

living alone...ǁ implies: 

(A) Cat‘s absolute freedom from everything    (B) Cat‘s no association with human beings 

(C) Cat‘s loneliness     (D) Cat‘s tyrannical demeanour 

 

10. The lines, ―...but he never faltered and never once cried. He had nothing to gain from 

crying, and everything to lose...ǁ, suggest that the Cat is: 

(A) Reflective      (B) Apologetic 

(C) Resilient      (D) Frustrated 
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III. Until the Keeladi site was discovered, archaeologists by and large believed that the 

Gangetic plains in the north urbanised significantly earlier than Tamil Nadu. Historians have 

often claimed that large scale town life in India first developed in the Greater Magadha 

region of the Gangetic basin. This was during the ‘second urbanisation’ phase. The ‘first 

urbanisation phase’ refers to the rise of the Harappan or Indus Valley Civilisation. Tamil 

Nadu was thought to have urbanised at this scale only by the third century BCE. The findings 

at Keeladi push that date back significantly. ... Based on linguistics and continuity in cultural 

legacies, connections between the Indus Valley Civilisation, or IVC, and old Tamil traditions 

have long been suggested, but concrete archaeological evidence remained absent. Evidence 

indicated similarities between graffiti found in Keeladi and symbols associated with the IVC. 

It bolstered the arguments of dissidents from the dominant North Indian imagination, who 

have argued for years that their ancestors existed contemporaneously with the IVC. ... All the 

archaeologists I spoke to said it was too soon to make definitive links between the Keeladi 

site and the IVC. There is no doubt, however, that the discovery at Keeladi has changed the 

paradigm. In recent years, the results of any new research on early India have invited keen 

politicalinterest, because proponents of Hindu nationalism support the notion of Vedic culture 

as fundamental to the origins of Indian civilisation. ... The Keeladi excavations further 

challenge the idea of a single fountainhead of Indian life. They indicate the possibility that 

the earliest identity that can recognisably be considered ‘Indian’ might not have originated in 

North India. That wasn’t all. In subsequent seasons of the Keeladi dig, archaeologists 

discovered that Tamili, a variant of the Brahmi script used for writing inscriptions in the early 

iterations of the Tamil language, could be dated back to the sixth century BCE, likely a 

hundred years before previously thought. So not only had urban life thrived in the Tamil 

lands, but people who lived there had developed their own script. “The evolution of writing is 

attributed to Ashoka’s edicts, but 2600 years ago writing was prevalent in Keeladi,” Mathan 

Karuppiah, a proud Madurai local, told me. “A farmer could write his own name on a pot he 

owned. The fight going on here is‘You are not the one to teach me to write, I have learnt it 

myself.’ ” 

[Excerpted from “The Dig”, by Sowmiya Ashok, Fifty-Two] 
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11. What was the assumption about the origin of urban life in India before the Keeladi dig? 

(A) The origins lay in the northern Gangetic plains, which urbanised earlier than the south. 

(B) The Indus Valley Civilization was the first urban civilization of India. 

(C) The second urbanization was known to be in the Magadha Empire. 

(D) Both (A) and (B) 

 

 

12. “The Keeladi excavations further challenge the idea of a single fountainhead of Indian 

life.” — in elaboration of this sentence, which of these options follows? 

(A) Dominant theories of how urban and modern life came about in ancient India were 

proved wrong by the Keeladi archaeological dig. 

(B) Neither the Indus Valley Civilization, nor the ancient urban civilization of Magadha are 

clear explanations of how urban life emerged in the Keeladi region of southern India in the 

third century BCE. 

(C) The Keeladi archaeological dig proved that Indian urban and modern life emerged 

independently in several historical periods and geographies, and no one theory is enough to 

explain it. 

(D) None of the above 

 

13. Language, including a script similar to the Brahmi script, emerged in Keeladi in the sixth 

century BCE. Which of the following is the most convincing conclusion from this statement? 

(A) Keeladi is a centre of culture and learning far superior to any others in ancient India. 

(B) People of Keeladi were illiterate and could not use language to inscribe on their pots and 

pans. 

(C) Ancient urban history of India, as we know it today, could significantly be altered by the 

findings of the advances achieved by the Keeladi civilization. 

(D) All the above 

 

14. BCE is the acronym for: 

(A) Before the Common Era    (B) Before Colloquial Era 

(C) Before Chapel Eternal    (D) Behind Christ Era 

 

15. “A farmer could write his own name on a pot he owned. The fight going on here is ‘You 

are not the one to teach me to write, I have learnt it myself.’ ” — These sentences imply: 

(A) That the Keeladi civilization was an inegalitarian one. 

(B) That the Keeladi civilization did not conserve the access to education and literacy only 

for the elite. 

(C) That the farmers of the Keeladi civilization were also potters. 

(D) All the above 

 

 

IV. Down by the sandy banks of the Yamuna River, the men must work quickly. At a 

little past 12 a.m. one humid night in May, they pull back the black plastic tarp covering three 

boreholes sunk deep in the ground. They then drag thick hoses toward a queue of 20-odd 
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tanker trucks idling quietly with their headlights turned off. The men work in a team: While 

one man fits a hose’s mouth over a borehole, another clambers atop a truck at the front of the 

line and shoves the tube’s opposite end into the empty steel cistern attached to the vehicle’s 

creaky frame. ‘On kar!’ someone shouts in Hinglish; almost instantly, his orders to ‘switch it 

on’ are obeyed. Diesel generators, housed in nearby sheds, begin to thrum. Submersible 

pumps, installed in the borehole’s shafts, drone as they disgorge thousands of gallons of 

groundwater from deep in the earth. The liquid gushes through the hoses and into the trucks’ 

tanks. The full trucks don’t wait around. As the hose team continues its work, drivers nose 

down a rutted dirt path until they reach a nearby highway. There, they turn on their lights and 

pick up speed, rushing to sell their bounty to factories and hospitals, malls and hotels, 

apartments and hutments across this city of 25 million. Everything about this business is 

illegal: the boreholes dug without permission, the trucks operating without permits, the water 

sold without testing or treatment. ‘Water work is night work,’ says a middle-aged neighbour 

wholives near the covert pumping station and requested anonymity. ‘Bosses arrange buyers, 

labour fills tankers, the police look the other way, and the muscle makes sure that no one says 

nothing to nobody.’ Teams like this one are ubiquitous in Delhi, where the official water 

supply falls short of the city’s needs. A quarter of Delhi’s households live without a piped-

water connection; most of the rest receive water for only a few hours each day. So residents 

have come to rely on private truck owners—the most visible strands of a dispersed web of 

city councillors, farmers, real estate agents, and fixers who source millions of gallons of 

water each day from illicit boreholes, and sell the liquidfor profit. The entrenched system has 

a local moniker: the water-tanker mafia. A 2013 audit found that the city loses 60 percent of 

its water supply to leakages, theft, and a failure to collect revenue. The mafia defends its 

work as a community service, but there is a much darker picture of Delhi’s subversive water 

industry: one of a thriving black market populated by small-time freelance agents who are 

exploiting a fast-depleting common resource and in turn threatening India’s long-term water 

security.[Extracted, with edits and revisions, from: “At the Mercy of the Water Mafia”, by 

AmanSethi, Foreign Policy] 

 

 

16. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage? 

(A) The water tanker mafia’s operations, though illegal, are justified given the vital service 

they provide to the people of Delhi. 

(B) The water supplied by the water tanker mafia is potentially contaminated. 

(C) Private truck owners play the most important role in the operations of the water tanker 

mafia. 

(D) The water supplied by the water tank mafia is meant primarily for residential use. 

 

17. Which of the following, used in the passage, suggests that the illegal supply of 

groundwater is not a recent phenomenon? 

(A) Entrenched     (B) Ubiquitous 

(C) Long-term water security    (D) Fast-depleting common resource 
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18. Which of the following seems to be the author’s main concern in the passage? 

(A) Delhi’s water supply infrastructure does not adequately cater to all its residents. 

(B) The illegal operations of the water tank mafia do not depend on the complicity of a range 

of actors, including the police and city councillors. 

(C) The petty profiteering of a few actors comes at the immense cost of India’s sustainable 

access to water. 

(D) All the above 

 

19. All of the following are sounds you can hear as the water tankers are filled, except: 

(A) Creaking      (B) Thrumming 

(C) Droning      (D) Gushing 

 

20. Which of the following words from the passage means ‘hidden’? 

(A) illicit      (B) idling 

(C) subversive      (D) covert 
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V. India is facing a worsening summer electricity crisis as temperatures soar across the 
country. The country's peak power demand has already surpassed last year's levels, and 
experts are warning that the situation could worsen in the coming weeks. The main reason for 
the crisis is a shortage of coal. India relies heavily on coal to generate electricity, and the 
country's coal mines are struggling to meet demand. This is due to several factors, including a 
slowdown in production, a shortage of labor, and logistical problems. The government has 
taken steps to address the crisis, such as importing more coal and urging states to conserve 
power. However, these measures have not prevented blackouts in some of the countries. The 
electricity crisis has several negative consequences for India. It is disrupting businesses, 
causing power cuts in homes and hospitals, and leading to higher prices for electricity. The 
crisis is also a major embarrassment for the government, which has promised to provide 
reliable and affordable electricity to all Indians. 
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VI. The seminal ruling in Kesavananda Bharati, in which the Supreme Court laid down 
the "[1]" doctrine on the limits of Parliament's power to amend the Constitution, completes 
50 years. Over the decades, the "[1]" doctrine has been criticised repeatedly - for diluting the 
principle of separation of powers and undermining the sovereignty of Parliament, and as a 
vague and subjective form of judicial review. A scrutiny of the application of the doctrine over 
the past half-century reveals a telling pattern: although the highest court has invoked "[1]" sparingly, 
it has mostly struck down amendments where judicial powers have been curtailed. Since 1973, the 
year of the Kesavananda Bharati judgement, the Constitution has been amended more than 60 times. 
In these five decades, the Supreme Court has tested constitutional amendments against the doctrine of 
"[1]" in at least 16 cases, In nine of these 16 cases, the Supreme Court has upheld constitutional 
amendments that had been challenged on grounds of violation of the "[1]" doctrine. Six of these cases 
relate to reservations - including the quota for Other Backward Classes (OBC) and Economically 
Weaker Section (EWS), and reservations in promotions. 
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VII. UNESCO New Delhi, along with the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and 
other partners, organised a hybrid event with school children and teachers to celebrate 'World 
Water Day 2021. The event included felicitating the winners of a water conservation 
awareness programme, and screening of their winning animation short films, according to an 
official release. UNESCO launched this nation-wide programme for school children in India, 
in partnership with the National Mission for Clean Ganga, the United Schools Organization 
(USO), Water Digest and India based global animation major Toonz Media Group. Entitled 
'H2000oh!-Water wise program for children of India', this innovative initiative encouraged 
school students between the age of 6-14 years to submit story ideas for animated short films 
to raise awareness on water conservation and its sustainable use. 
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VIII. Inflation in the United States has reached a 40-year high, and economists 
are warning that it could get worse before it gets better. The Consumer Price 
Index (CPI), a measure of inflation, rose 7.5% in January from a year ago, the 
highest increase since February 1982.The main driver of inflation has been rising 
energy prices. The price of gasoline has increased by more than 40% in the past 
year, and the price of natural gas has also increased significantly. Food prices 
have also risen, and the cost of housing and other goods and services has also 
increased. The Federal Reserve is expected to raise interest rates in an effort to 
combat inflation. However, it is unclear how effective this will be, as the Fed has 
a limited ability to control the prices of goods and services. The high inflation is 
putting a strain on consumers and businesses. Consumers are seeing their 
purchasing power decline, and businesses are facing higher costs, which could 
lead to job losses. The high inflation is also a major concern for the Federal 
Reserve. The Fed is trying to balance the need to combat inflation with the need 
to avoid a recession. The Fed is expected to raise interest rates gradually in an 
effort to bring inflation under control. 
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XI. Writ is a public law remedy. it refers to a formal, written order issued by a judicial 
authority directing an individual or authority to do or refrain from doing an act. the High 
Court, while exercising its power of judicial review, does not act as an appellate body. it 
is concerned with illegality, irrationality and procedural impropriety of an order passed by 
the State or a Statutory Authority. A High Court is empowered to issue directions, orders 
or writs for the enforcement of Fundamental rights and for any other purpose. The writ 
jurisdiction of High Court is discretionary and equitable. Writ of mandamus is issued by a 
court commanding a public authority to  perform a public duty ( belonging to its office). 
It can be issued on  when a legal duty is imposed on the authority and the petitioner has 
right to compel the performance of such duty. Writ of mandamus is requested to be 
issued, inter alia, to compel performance of public duties which may be administrative, 
ministerial or statutory in nature. A writ of mandamus may be issued in favour of a 
person who establishes a legal right in himself. It may be issued against a person who has 
a mandatory legal duty to perform, but has failed or has neglected to do so. Such a legal 
duty emanates by operation of law. the writ of mandamus is most extensive in regards to 
its remedial nature. the object of mandamusis to prevent disorder emanating from failure 
of justice and is required to be granted in all cases  where law has issued  no specific 
remedy. 
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X. It is essential to the creation of a contract that both parties should agree to the same 

thing in the same sense. Mutual consent, which should also be a free consent, is the sine qua 

non of a valid agreement and one of its essential elements is that a thing is understood in the 

same sense by a party as is understood by the other. Not only consent, but free consent is 

provided in Section 10 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872 to be necessary to the complete 

validity of a contract. Consent is free when it works without obstacles to impede its exercise. 

Where there is no consent or no real and certain object of consent, there can be no contract at 

all. Where there is consent, but not free consent, there is generally a contract voidable at the 

option of the party whose consent was not free. A general averment that consent was not 

freely obtained is not enough, and it is necessary to set up one of the vitiating elements such 

as fraud which includes, false assertion, active concealment, promise without intention of 

performing it, any other deceptive act, or any act declared as fraudulent. In order to constitute 

fraud, the act should have been done by the party to the contract, or by any other person with 

his connivance, or by his agent and with intent to deceive the other party thereto or his agent, 

or to induce him to enter into the contract. There is no duty upon parties to speak about facts 

likely to affect the other party’s consent to the contract and mere silence does not amount to 

fraud, unless the circumstances of the case show that there is duty to speak, or silence is, in 

itself equivalent to speech. On the other hand, misrepresentation falls into three categories: (i) 

a statement of fact, which if false, would be misrepresentation if the maker believes it to be 

true, but which is not justified by the information he possesses; (ii) any breach of duty which 

gains an advantage to the person committing it by misleading another to his prejudice, there 

being no intention to deceive; and (iii) causing a party to an agreement to make a mistake as 

to the substance of the thing which is the subject of the agreement, even though done 

innocently. 
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XI. The doctrine of res judicata requires that a party should not be allowed to file same 

matter repeatedly against the other party either in the same court or in other competent court 

and that the decision given by one court should be accepted as final subject to any appeal, 

revision or review. The doctrine is founded on the principle that it is in the interest of the 

public at large that a finality should be attached to the binding decisions pronounced by 

courts of competent jurisdiction, and it is also in the public interest that individuals should not 

be vexed twice over with the same kind of litigation. This apart, the object of the doctrine is 

to ensure that ultimately there should be an end to litigation. Doctrine of res judicata is 
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embodied in Section 11 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 which governs the procedure to 

be followed in civil matters. Section 11 is inapplicable to writ jurisdictions. The Supreme 

Court has observed that though the rule is technical in nature yet the general doctrine of res 

judicata is based on public policy and therefore, it cannot be treated as irrelevant or 

inadmissible even in dealing with fundamental rights in petitions filed under Article 32 of the 

Constitution of India. The court observed that if a writ petition filed by a party under Article 

226 of the Constitution of India is considered on merits as a contested matter and is 

dismissed, the decision thus pronounced would continue to bind the parties unless it is 

otherwise modified or reversed in appeal or other appropriate proceedings permissible under 

the Constitution of India. It would not be open to a party to ignore the judgment of the High 

Court and move Supreme Court under Article 32 by an original petition made on the same 

facts and for obtaining the same or similar orders or writs. If the petition filed in the High 

Court under Article 226 is dismissed but not on the merits, then the dismissal of the writ 

petition would not constitute a bar to a subsequent petition under Article 32, however if the 

petition is dismissed without passing a speaking order, then such dismissal cannot be treated 

as creating a bar of res judicata. 
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XII. The issue of Obscenity has vexed the Courts in India and abroad for a long time now. 
The intriguing question has always been the same, i.e., what should be the standards to 
qualify something as obscene in the eyes of law? In the United Kingdom, way back in 1868, 
the Court laid down the Hicklin test in Regina v. Hicklin (1868 L.R. 2 Q.B. 360), and held 
that:―The test of Obscenity is whether the tendency of the matter charged as Obscenity is to 
deprave and corrupt those whose minds are open to such immoral influences and into whose 
hands a publication of this sort may fall.ǁ Hicklin test postulated that a publication has to be 
judged for obscenity based on isolated passages of a work considered out of context and 
judged by their apparent influence on most susceptible readers, such as children or weak-
minded adults. However, this test was later rejected by most of the jurisdictions. There were 
many judgments where it was stipulated by the Indian Courts that, Obscenity has to be judged 
in the context of contemporary social mores, current socio-moral attitude of the community 
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and the prevalent norms of acceptability/ susceptibility of the community, in relation to 
matters in issue. [For example, in Ranjit D. Udeshi v. State of Maharashtra AIR1965 SC 881; 
Chandrakant Kalyandas Kakodar v. State of Maharashtra 1969 (2) SCC 687etc.] These 
judgements indicated that the concept of Obscenity would change with the passage of time 
and what might have been ―obsceneǁ at one point of time would not be considered as 
obscene at a later period. This came to be known as ―Community Standards Testǁ. In Bobby 
Art International &Ors. v. Om Pal Singh Hoon (1996) 4 SCC 1, the Court, upholding the 
Community standards test held that, complete message and context of the objectionable 
scene/firm/picture etc., needs to be examined in order to find out whether the alleged material 
is obscene or not. 
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XIII. One of the most important challenges for Indian diplomacy in the subcontinent is to 
persuade its neighbours that India is an opportunity, not a threat. Far from feeling in any way 
besieged by India, they should be able to see it as offering access to a vast market and to a 
dynamic, growing economy which would provide their own economies with far greater 
opportunities than more distant partners (or even their own domestic markets) could provide. 
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This would go beyond economic benefits: as David Malone argues, “Economic cooperation 
represents the easiest ‘sell’ to various constituencies within the countries of the region. Were 
this to prove successful, cooperation on more divisive and sensitive issues, such as terrorism, 
separatism, insurgency, religious fundamentalism, and ethnic strife, could be attempted with 
greater chances of success.” Winds of change are blowing in South Asia. There is a definite 
consolidation of democracy in all the countries of the region, every one of which has held 
elections within the last three years. Some of our neighbours have made significant strides in 
surmounting internal conflict and others are in the process of doing so. If India has to fulfil its 
potential in the world, we have no choice but to live in peace with our neighbours, in mutual 
security, harmony and cooperation. Just as Nehru left Robert Frost’s immortal lines “Miles to 
go before I sleep” on his bedside table when he died, Shastri kept some lines of the founder 
of the Sikh faith, Guru Nanak, on his desk. When translated into English they read: “O 
Nanak! Be tiny like the grass, for other plants will wither away, but grass will remain ever 
green.”Shastri was seen by many Indians of exalted ambition as a tiny man, but he had the 
mind and heart of a giant. His vision of peaceful coexistence with our neighbours, through 
adopting the demeanour, the modesty and the freshness of grass, may well be the best way for 
India to ensure that its dreams remain evergreen in its own backyard. 
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XIV. Asia is at the front line of climate change. Extreme heat in India, Pakistan, and 

Bangladesh, wildfires in Australia, typhoons in Japan, are real and present dangers and likely 

to become more frequent as climate change intensifies. McKinsey’s report on ‘Climate risk 

and response in Asia’, finds that, without adaptation and mitigation, Asia is expected to 

experience more severe socioeconomic impacts of climate change than other parts of the 

world. Large cities in the Indian Subcontinent could be among the first places in the world to 

experience heat waves that exceed the survivability threshold. Just as information systems 

and cyber security have become integrated into corporate and public-sector decision making, 

climate change will also need to feature as a major factor in decisions. Climate science tells 

us that some amount of warming over the next decade is already locked in due to past 

emissions, and temperatures will continue to rise. India anticipates a significant infrastructure 

build out over the next decades with projects worth $1.77 trillion across 34 sub sectors, 

according to the National Infrastructure Pipeline. Robust regulations around outdoor work 

could significantly reduce the economic risk of lost hours as well as the toll on life from heat 

waves. The good news is that we have started to see some Indian states and cities pursuing 

such policies. Ahmedabad City Corporation introduced a heat action plan- the first of its kind 
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in India in response to the 2010 heat wave that killed 300 people in a single day. The city 

now has a heat-wave early warning system, a citywide programme of roof reflectivity to keep 

buildings cool, and teams to distribute cool water and rehydration tablets during heat waves. 

Renewable energy has grown rapidly in India and can contribute 30 per cent of gross 

electricity generation by 2030, according to the Central Electricity Authority. 
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XV. Students decide to attend college for several reasons. These reasons include career 
opportunities and financial stability, intellectual growth, a time for self-discovery, norms, 
obligations, and social opportunities. Outside demands in society, such as technology 
changes, and increased educational demands also drive the need for more students to attend 
college. The students then spend the next few years trying to discover a path and find their 
way so they can become successful. The transition to college presents students with many 
new challenges, including increased academic demands, less time with family members, 
interpersonal problems with roommates and romantic interests, and financial stress. 
Competitive academic work and uncertainty about future employment and professional career 
were also noted as sources of stress. The transition to college represents a process 
characterized by change, ambiguity, and adjustment across all of life's domains. The 
transition towards independence and self-sufficiency has been characterized as 'stress-
arousing' and 'anxiety-provoking' by many college students. Failure to accomplish and 
develop these characteristics of development and maintain independence may result in life 
dissatisfaction. Emerging adulthood has also been noted to augment college students' 
vulnerability to stress. Many students experience their first symptoms of depression and 
anxiety during this time, but a growing problem is that college campuses do not have enough 
resources to help all of these students. It has been noted that 75% to 80% of college students 
are moderately stressed and 10% to 12% are severely stressed. 
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XVI. In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev, launched an ill-fated anti-alcohol campaign in the then 

Soviet Union. The anti-alcohol campaign had some beneficial public health consequences: 

Crime fell and life expectancy rose. But the campaign was a political and economic disaster. 
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Gorbachev forgot that the addiction of the state to alcohol revenue was even more incurable 

than the addiction of some citizens to alcohol itself. The budgetary losses created an 

economic crisis. Historians suspect that more than the loss of the Soviet Empire, it was this 

campaign that delegitimised Gorbachev. An old Soviet joke went like this: A disaffected and 

angry citizen, fed up of standing in lines for vodka, decided to go assassinate Gorbachev. He 

soon came back and ruefully reported that the lines to assassinate Gorbachev were even 

longer than the lines for Vodka. As the lockdown eased in India, and social distancing went 

for a toss at alcohol outlets, we were reminded of how difficult an issue alcohol is to 

rationally discuss in India. The stampede was caused by the ineptness with which the opening 

was handled in most cities. Alcohol has also migrated from being a question of personal 

freedom and choice to an issue in broader cultural wars, an odd site on which we measure 

progressivism in India. It is also a window on how liberalism has been misunderstood. 

Liberals should, rightly, be suspicious of prohibition on moral and practical grounds. 

Government grossly exceeds its legitimate power when it interferes with the rights of 

individuals to lead their lives as they please, and fashion their selves after their own ideals, 

interests and preferences. And certainly, moralism or puritanism on alcohol cannot be the 

basis of state policy. That moralism has no basis, and it violates the dignity and freedom of 

individuals.[Excerpt from an Opinion by Bhanu Pratap Mehta, The Indian Express, May 7, 

2020] 
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