Booklet Serial No.

Maulana Azad National Urdu University
PhD (Comparative Studies) Entrance Test

Signature Invigilator

Question Paper 2024

For Office Use Hall Ticket No.
OMR Serial No.
Time: 2hrs Maximum Marks: 70
Maulana Azad National Urdu University For Office Use

PhD (Comparative Studies) Entrance Test
Question Paper 2024

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CANDIDATES

. Candidate should write their Hall Ticket number and OMR number on the space provided
above. Candidate should not write their Hall Ticket number and OMR at any other place.

. This booklet contains (12) pages. The last 3 pages are for rough work The Candidate
should check the booklet before taking the Test. In case of any discrepancy a new booklet
may be provided by the Invigilator. 8 Pages booklet will be provided for answers
separately.

. The question booklet contains Part (A & B). In Part A there is 50 Multiple Choice
Questions. For each question there are four options. The candidate is required to choose
the correct answer and darken the circle with blue / black ballpoint pen in the OMR sheet
against the corresponding answer. Each question carries 1 mark. Part (B) contains (4)
Descriptive Questions. Each question carries 5 marks

. The candidate will get one mark each for each correct reply in the OMR sheet. If the
candidate does not bubble the correct answer against the corresponding question number
in the OMR sheet, they will not get marks.

If the candidate bubbles more than one circle in OMR Sheet for any question, marks shall
not be awarded for the question.

. There are no Negative marks.

. At the end of Entrance Test, candidates are allowed to take their question booklet.

1




=

Part A (Objective MCQ Questions)
Section 1 — Research Methodology

What is the purpose of using a digital humanities research tool in literary analysis?
To impose a specific theoretical framework on the text.

To analyse large datasets of textual information.

To provide a definitive interpretation of the text's meaning.

To replace traditional close reading methods.

OO

. When conducting a textual collation, a researcher compares different versions of a literary
work to:

A. Identify the author's original intention.

B. Evaluate the quality of different editions.

C. Trace the evolution of the text over time.

D. Judge the literary merit of different versions.

What is the primary challenge associated with using historical archives for literary research?
A. The subjectivity of the historical record.

B. The difficulty in locating relevant materials.

C. The limitations of digital resources.

D. The lack of theoretical frameworks for analysing historical data.

Which of the following is NOT a typical source used in biographical literary research?
The author's personal letters and journals.

Critical essays and reviews of the author's work.

Contemporary newspaper articles and interviews.

Fictional works by the author's contemporaries.

OO

What is the main objective of a genetic criticism approach to literary analysis?

To identify the influence of specific historical events on the text.

To analyse the author's unconscious motivations through Freudian interpretations.
To trace the development of the text from drafts to published versions.

To explore the social and political context of the text's reception.

OO P

What is the primary purpose of including an annotated bibliography in a literary research
project?

A.To simply list all the sources consulted during the research process.

B. To provide a critical evaluation of the key sources used in the research.

C. To organise sources alphabetically by author's last name.

D. To summarise the main arguments of each source.



7. When citing a secondary source that discusses a primary text, which citation method is most
appropriate?
A. Direct quote from the primary text with proper in-text citation.
B. Indirect citation of the primary text through the secondary source.
C. Including both the primary and secondary source citations in the reference list.
D. Omitting the primary source citation entirely.

8. What is the main advantage of using electronic databases for literary research?
They provide a more reliable source of information than printed materials.
They offer a wider range of search options and filters.

They eliminate the need for proper citation formatting.

They are always free to access and use.

OO

9. Which of the following is NOT a best practice for managing research notes in a literary
research?
A. Using a consistent note-taking system like index cards or digital note-taking software.
B. Including detailed page numbers and bibliographic information for all sources cited in
notes.
C. Paraphrasing or summarising source material without proper quotation marks.
D. Organising notes by theme, topic, or argument to facilitate analysis.

10. Which of the following best describes the role of reflexivity in qualitative research?
A. Maintaining a neutral stance throughout the research process.
B. Acknowledging the researcher's own biases and positionality.
C. Focusing solely on the participant's perspective.
D. Prioritising quantitative data analysis techniques.

11. A researcher studying the evolution of a social movement in literature employs which type of
research design?
A. Cross-sectional survey B. Case study
C. Longitudinal study D. Experimental design

12. Phenomenology, the qualitative research method, emphasises:
A. ldentifying causal relationships between variables.
B. Understanding the lived experiences of individuals.
C. Testing hypotheses through experimentation.
D. Conducting large-scale statistical analysis.

13. Which of the following best describes the concept of “theoretical saturation” in grounded
theory?
A. Reaching a predetermined number of participants for data collection.
B. ldentifying recurring themes and reaching a point of diminishing returns in data
collection.
C. Testing the validity of a pre-existing theoretical framework.
D. Generalising findings from a small sample to a larger population.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Which ethical principle ensures that research participants are fully informed about the
research process and their rights?

A. Anonymity B. Confidentiality
C. Informed consent D. Beneficence
During data analysis, a researcher discovers that their findings contradict their initial

hypothesis. What is the MOST ethical course of action?

A. Discard the findings and reformulate the hypothesis based on new information.
B. Report the findings selectively to support the original hypothesis.

C. Acknowledge the unexpected findings and discuss their implications.

D. Collect additional data to confirm or disprove the contradictory results.

When analysing qualitative data in a research, which of the following is NOT a key
consideration?

A. ldentifying recurring themes and patterns.

B. Quantifying the frequency of specific words or concepts.

C. Examining the context and meaning-making processes within the data.

D. Considering the researcher's own biases in interpreting the data.

A researcher fabricated data in their study to support their hypothesis. This is a violation of
which ethical principle?

A. Informed consent

B. Beneficence

C. Scientific integrity

D. Anonymity

A co-author on a research paper disagrees with the conclusions drawn by the lead author.
What is the most ethical course of action for the dissenting co-author?

A. Submit the paper without mentioning their disagreement.

B. Publicly criticise the lead author's work.

C. Discuss their concerns with the lead author and seek a solution.

D. Withdraw authorship from the paper.

Which of the following is NOT a common form of plagiarism in research publications?

A. Verbatim copying of another author's work without proper citation.

B. Paraphrasing another author's work without attribution.

C. Failing to disclose self-plagiarism by reusing significant portions of your own previous
work.

D. Fabricating references to non-existent sources.

What is the primary purpose of peer review in academic publishing?
A. To ensure the political correctness of the research.

B. To guarantee the absolute originality of the research.

C. To assess the research methodology and contribution to the field.
D. To promote the work of the researcher and their institution.



21. During a research interview, a participant becomes emotional and reveals sensitive personal

information. How should the researcher respond ethically?

A. Pressure the participant to continue the interview.

B. End the interview immediately and offer support resources.
C. Promise confidentiality without considering the limitations.
D. Continue the interview and focus on the research topic.

22. While conducting the research, you find a relevant article published online with no clear

author listed. How should you cite this source in an MLA style reference list?

A. Use “Anonymous” as the author name and include the website title in the citation.

B. Omit the author name and use a shortened version of the website title in the citation.

C. Cite the source using the website title as the author name and include the date accessed.
D. Exclude the online source from your research paper as it lacks proper attribution.

23. A comparative study examines the portrayal of female characters in 20th-century Indian and

26.

Iranian novels. What is the MOST appropriate research design for this project?
A. Case study (focusing on a single novel from each country)
B. Cross-sectional survey of reader responses
C. Longitudinal study tracking character development over time
D. Comparative thematic analysis across multiple novels

N
S

. A researcher studies the lived experiences of immigrant communities through in-depth
interviews and participant observation. This research design falls under the category of:

A. Survey research

B. Experimental research

C. Archival research

D. Qualitative research

25. What is the main consequence of “salami slicing” in research publications?
A. ltallows researchers to explore a wider range of research questions.

B. Itleads to a more detailed analysis of specific research findings.

C. ltartificially inflates the researcher's publication record.

D. It provides a more nuanced understanding of the research context.

Section 2
Comparative Studies

The concept of Weltliteratur was most prominently championed by which scholar?
A. F.R. Leavis

B. Gyorgy Lukéacs

C. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

D. Edward Said



27. Which of the following best describes the role of translation studies within Comparative
Literature?
A. It focuses solely on the technical accuracy of translating texts.
B. Itanalyses the cultural and ideological implications of translating texts.
C. It prioritises the creation of new literary works through translation.
D. It emphasises the superiority of original languages over translated versions.

28. The early development of Comparative Literature was heavily influenced by which of the
following intellectual movements?
A. Romanticism
B. Deconstruction
C. Postcolonialism
D. New Historicism

29. The concept of ‘mimesis’ refers primarily to the relationship between:
A. Language and meaning

B. Textand author

C. Literature and society

D. Truth and falsehood

30. Which of the following theoretical frameworks emphasises the historical and cultural context
of literary production?
A. Formalism
B. New Criticism
C. Cultural Materialism
D. Reader-Response Theory
E.
31. Which scholar is most associated with the concept of “anxiety of influence” in Comparative
Literature?
A. Harold Bloom
B. Terry Eagleton
C. Michel Foucault
D. Gayatri Spivak

32. ldentify the term which describes the study of recurring motifs, symbols, and narrative
patterns across different cultures and literatures.
A. Intertextuality
B. Transnational Literature
C. Archetypal Criticism
D. World Systems Theory

. The concept of the “canon” in Comparative Literature refers to:
A fixed body of universally recognized literary masterpieces.
The process of selecting and evaluating literary works.
The translation of major literary works into different languages.
The study of marginalised and underrepresented voices in literature.

COw>E
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34.

A
B.
C.
D.
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In its initial institutional phase, the American perspective on Comparative Literature was

Mikhail Bakhtin’s concept of dialogism emphasises:

The singular, unified voice in a text.

The presence of multiple voices and perspectives within a text.
The objective and neutral presentation of information.

The adherence to strict grammatical rules.

. Intertextuality refers to:

The internal consistency of a text.

The way a text references and interacts with other texts.
The author's intended meaning.

The use of figurative language.

. In a work that exhibits polyphony, the characters' voices:

Blend together to create a single, unified voice.

Are presented objectively by the author.

Maintain clear distinctions and challenge each other's perspectives.
All express the same viewpoint.

. Judith Butler's theory of performativity suggests that:

Gender is a biological fact and is not influenced by performance.
Gender is a social construct enacted through performance.
Identity is fixed and unchanging.

Performance has no role in shaping meaning.

. When a text alludes to another text, it creates a relationship that can be:

Complementary and supportive.
Ironic and subversive.

Both complementary and subversive.
None of the above.

. Michel Foucault's concept of discourse refers to:

The way language is used to create knowledge and power.
The formal structure of a text.
The author's biography.

. The literal meaning of words.

based on:

A

Linguistic criteria B. Manifest destiny

C. Inter-disciplinarity D. Politicised readings

41.
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‘Little narratives’, according to Lyotard
are self-legitimating.

follow scientific logic.

negate differences.

rule out the incommensurable.
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44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

42. Deconstruction, as practised by Jacques Derrida, aims to:

A. Uncover the author's original meaning in a text.

B. Reveal the inherent contradictions and instabilities within language and texts.
C. Promote a clear and unified interpretation.

D. Emphasise the importance of grammar and syntax.

Walter Benjamin, in his essay “The Task of the Translator,” argues that a successful
translation should prioritise:

A. Accuracy in conveying the original text's meaning.

B. Faithfulness to the source language's stylistic features.

C. Creation of a new, independent work in the target language.

D. Capturing the aura or essence of the original work.

The concept, “chronotope”, refers to:

A. The relationship between form and content in a literary work.
B. The temporal-spatial relationship of a text.

C. The use of recurring symbols and motifs.

D. The exploration of different narrative voices.

Ethical considerations in translation can involve issues like:
A. The choice of terminology for sensitive topics.

B. The translator's level of expertise in the source language.
C. The commercial viability of the translated work.

D. The author's approval of the translation choices.

Hybridity, in the context of comparative literature, refers to:
A. The blending of different genres within a single work.
B. The fusion of cultural elements in a literary text.

C. The use of parody and satire in a critical response.

D. The exploration of universal themes across cultures.

The French School of Comparative Literature is known for its focus on:
A. Deconstructing power structures within literary texts.

B. Tracing influences and mentalities across different cultures.

C. Analysing the psychological state of authors.

D. Evaluating the aesthetic value of literature from a global perspective.

When comparing classical Indian literature with classical Western literature, what presents
the biggest difficulty?

The difference in historical periods.

The use of allegory and symbolism.

The concept of the author.

The role of religion in literature.

oW



49. Which among the following is a major literary form that bridges the gap between Arabic and
Iranian literature?

A. Mathnavi

50.

B.
C.

Qasida
Rubai

D. Hikayat

Which of the following pairs of authors represents the strongest influence of Sufism on their
respective literatures?
A. Nizar Qabbani (Arabic) & Orhan Pamuk (Turkish)

B.
C.
D.

Nizam al-Mulk (Arabic) & Firdausi (Iranian)
Ibn Sina (Arabic) & Naguib Mahfouz (Egyptian)
Jalaluddin Rumi (Iranian) & Mehmed Fuzuli (Turkish)

Part B (Subjective Questions)
Section 1 — Research Methodology
Prepare a research proposal on a topic of your interest. Clearly state the problem you will

address, formulate focused research questions, and outline the methods you will employ
to investigate them.

What is a research method? How do methods guide the selection, analysis, and
comparison of literary works in comparative studies?

Section 2 — Comparative Studies

Explain the concept of “intertextuality” and provide an example of how it functions in
two literary works from different cultures.

Discuss the significance of translation in comparative literature and its impact on the
interpretation of texts.
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