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ABSTRACT

According to Gandhi, the role of women in the political, economic and social
emancipation of the country was of overriding importance. Gandhi had immense faith in the
capability of women to carry on a nonviolent crusade. Under his guidance and leadership,
women shouldered critical responsibilities in India’s struggle for freedom. Women held public
meetings, organized picketing of shops selling foreign alcohol and articles, sold Khadi and
actively participated in National Movements. They bravely faced the baton of the police and
even went behind the bars. Gandhi’s urge to women to join India’s struggle for independence
was instrumental in transforming the outlook of women. Swaraj uprooted age old taboos
and restrictive customs. Through their participation in Indian struggle for freedom, women
of India broke down the shackles of oppression that had relegated them to a secondary
position from long period of time. As far as the economic emancipation of women was
concerned, Gandhi felt that men and women had different spheres of work. In his opinion,
women could take to economic activities to supplement the income of her families like
spinning, which he believed to be a good option available to the women. In the social realm,
Gandhi envisaged a critical role for women in doing away with the forces of communalism,
caste system and untouchability. It can be said without an iota of doubt that Mahatma
Gandhi was indeed one of the greatest advocates of women’s liberty and all throughout his
life toiled relentlessly to improve the status of women in his country. His faith in their immense
capabilities found expression in his decisions to bestow leadership to them in various
nationalistic endeavors. An attempt is made in the present paper to understand Gandhi’s
views on women in context of social political and economic sphere. 9



