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~21_OBJECTIVES .

—_——

Sacial work cducation began in Europe during the latter part of | g century with the
first school of Social Welfare training getting established in the Nclhcr];mds in 1899, As
on date almost all countrics have sacial work education in their Higher cducation system,
By reading this unit, your will beable: _

¢ * Toknowabout the h"istory‘of Social Work in Europe

.. To know-the role and Sigﬁiﬁcance of dqc Keycontributors pf Social Work in Europe

¢ Todevelop the urderstanding of professional Social Work cducation in Europe

. 2.2 INTRODUCTION _

) Itis difficu toaffixadate to 1he-beginhir'1g of professional social work (Healy, 2001). -

. Inthe countries where social work was first developed, helping activities began under
a variety ofauspices. It is obvious that social work has a number of'ideological origins

" (Lorenz, 1994). Some suggest that it is the continuation of philanthropic and charitable

traditions connected to the activities of various churches; others seek its roots i social
movements, particularly in the labour movement and the women’s movement. One
must also keep in mind that social work was developed within different welfare regimes,
ina variety of social and cultural environments ( Leskosek, 2009) There have always

“been pcqp!é who need assistance from others, but that assistance has not always-been
called ‘social work’ (Cree, 2008). ‘ R :

Cree (2008) traces the origins of such assistance tb’p'overty and dafes_iito 1601, whet

the first Poor Law in England was passed. Churches and monasteries offered vario
forms of accommodation (almshouses, infirmaries and hospitals) to people witho*

families who could not look after themselves. After the agrarian revolution, ecclesiastic?

', . institutions could 3o longer afford such forms of assistance and the msponSibiIRy“’”
y dividing people into those who dese”

- passed to the state. The state responded b

help and those who did not (‘good’ and ‘bag® poor). The undeserving were plac? ;

'y under supcrvision, punished, or imprisoned, while the ‘good’ poor (old pt‘rOP'e‘t .
-+ chronically ill, the blind, people with psycholo . i

gical health problems) received 55"

from voluntary organisations. Leskosek (2009) argued that these ideas sign fican

A
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